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In this Gospel-lesson two figures stand out in bold relief. The 
first, overshadowing all the rest, is the Lord Jesus. He is just en- 
tering upon His public ministry. Coming fresh from His conflict 
in the wilderness, and having gathered the first of His disciples about 
Him, He attends a marriage-feast in a humble household at Cana. 
Thus, at the very outset, He boldly strikes the key-note of His whole 
public career. He is not to be another John the Baptist, a rugged 
and austere ascetic, dwelling solitary in the wilderness, the personifi- 
cation of the Law, but a kind and compassionate Savior, a man of 
the people, a benefactor of the poor, the Sanctifier of the marriage- 
bond, the Protector and Beautifier of the home, the Author of all 
genuine pleasure and happiness; in short, the Incarnation of God’s 
love to fallen man. Hence He comes to the marriage-feast, joins in 
the festivities, mingles with the guests, and makes the modest nuptials 
memorable to the end of days by adorning them with the first of His 
great miracles. By this miracle, says St. John, He “manifested forth 
His glory.” He revealed Himself by this almighty act as the Son of 
God, the promised Messiah; and all who were present on that occa- 
sion “beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1,14. This, then, is the central 
and most prominent figure in the engaging picture before us: Jesus, 
our merciful and beneficent Savior, the omnipotent King of creation. 

But our text brings into prominence another personage, one who 
is indeed far less notable, less sublime, less dear to the hearts of the 
faithful, but nevertheless worthy of our careful attention: Mary, the 
mother of Jesus. She appears here as a type of the true believer. 
Since we have heretofore dwelt on the other features of this Gospel- 
lesson, we shall do well to turn our thoughts this morning to Mary’s 

1 


2 Sermon on the Gospel of Second Sunday after Epiphany. 


exemplary conduct at the marriage-feast, learning from her prayer of 
faith, her calm reliance on the goodness of Jesus, and the ultimate 
granting of her request that genuine faith must always triumph, no 
matter how hopeless the situation may appear. 

Invoking God’s blessing upon our contemplation, we therefore 
proceed to consider — 


THE TRIUMPH OF FAITH IN THE DAY OF TROUBLE. 
Your attention is invited to three points: — 


1. Faith turns to Jesus for help; 

2. Faith is not dismayed by His seeming refusal to grant its 
requests ; 

3. Faith ultimately receives more than tt asked. 


ay 


It was a very embarrassing situation that arose at the marriage- 
feast in Cana. For some reason or other, probably owing to the 
straitened circumstances in which the family found itself, the pro- 
visions made for the entertainment of the guests were insufficient; 
and so it happened that, in the midst of the celebration, the wine 
failed. It is true, this was no great calamity. Still, it created a very 
awkward situation, a situation which was likely to expose the hosts 
to ridicule and humiliation. If the good cheer of the wedding was 
not to be dampened and the joy of the family turned into disappoint- 
ment, it was necessary that an additional quantity of wine be supplied, 
and that speedily, before it should become known that the original - 
store had been exhausted. 

In this emergency Mary, who was evidently either a relative or 
an intimate friend of the family, approached Jesus with womanly 
solicitude and said: “They have no wine.” But why, we inquire, did 
she come to Jesus with this announcement? There can be but one 
answer: She expected Him to provide what was lacking. This is 
very remarkable, however; for up to this time Jesus had not wrought 
a single miracle. How, then, could His mother expect Him to relieve 
this embarrassing situation? Ah, beloved, this most blessed among 
women had not forgotten the wonderful circumstances attending His 
conception, birth, and early youth. She had “kept all these things 
and pondered them in her heart.” Luke 2,19. Knowing Jesus to be 
the promised Messiah, who according to the prophets was to establish 
His Messiahship by many signs and wonders, she was confident that 
with Him nothing could be impossible. And so, when the emergency 
arises, she instinctively turns to Jesus for help. Nothing could be 
more natural. 

In this act of the Virgin Mary we have a striking and impressive 
illustration of the nature of faith. The very essence of faith is that 
it relies on Jesus, because it recognizes in Him the divine Savior of 


Sermon on the Gospel of Second Sunday after Epiphany. 3 


the world. In Him it rests. On Him it founds its hope for every 
future. It knows that He, being the Eternal Love, delights in bestow- 
ing His choicest blessings on all who desire them. Worshiping Him 
as the almighty God, it is fully persuaded that what’/He promises He 
is able also to perform. Thus when the believer falls on evil days, he 
does not flounder about in despair, yearning for consolation and help, 
but not knowing where to find them. No, like Mary, he spontaneously 
turns to Jesus for all that he may need. For him, the regenerate, this 
is the natural thing to do. To seek help elsewhere would be unspir- 
itual and unchristian. Just as a little child who is threatened by 
danger instinctively seeks refuge in its mother’s protecting arms, so 
the child of God ever flies to the Savior for help. This is one of the 
most prominent characteristics of faith. 

Before proceeding to the discussion of the second point, let us 
pause for a moment to take note of the utter simplicity of Mary’s 
prayer. She came to Jesus with the simple announcement: “They 
have no wine.” There was no nervous pleading with the Master, no 
anxious effort to coerce or persuade Him. No, indeed! Mary had 
unwavering confidence in her holy Son, and so she merely stated the 
need in one short sentence and left the rest to His divine discretion. 
Truly, a calm, heroic faith, and a spirit of prayer worthy of emulation! 


2. 

Advancing to our second point, we now observe that genuine 
faith is never dismayed by God’s seeming refusal to grant its requests. 
This is beautifully illustrated by Mary’s conduct. 

Christ’s reply to His mother was not what we should have ex- 
pected. She came to Him with the message: “They have no wine.” 
He answered: “Woman, what have I to do with thee?” Now, it is . 
true, the use of the word “woman” was in no wise disrespectful. It 
may sound harsh to our ears, but in the land and time of Jesus it 
was commonly employed, even in addressing persons of distinction. 
You will remember, for instance, that Jesus addressed His mother 
thus in one of the most solemn moments of His life, — “Woman, 
behold thy son!” John 19,26. But it cannot be denied that there is 
“an undertone of gentle rebuke” in the question, “What have I to do 
with thee?” The meaning of these words is: What is there between 
you and Me that you venture to appear before Me with such a matter? 
Mary was the mother of Jesus, and as such He gave her reverence. 
But she dare not interfere in His Messianic work. As Messiah, He 
stood on an altogether different plane, high, high above her, where 
she could not command or even suggest, but only worship Him. 
Accordingly, when she takes it upon herself to intimate that He 
might relieve the present embarrassment by a manifestation of His 
Messianic powers, she is met with the mild reproof: “Woman, what 
have I to do with thee?” 
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_ “What have I to do with thee?” Have you, my dear hearer, ever 
felt as though God assumed this attitude over against you and your 
prayers? Many of us have. O how often does it happen that devout 
believers pass through the very ordeal that tried Mary’s faith! When 
we are led through the dark vale of tribulation and smart under the 
sting of affliction, we cry to the Lord in the anguish of our souls, 
clinging to His gracious promise: “Call upon Me in the day of 
trouble; I will deliver thee.” Ps. 50, 15. But instead of speedily , 
granting our petitions, God seems to say: What have I to do with 
thee? What is there between you and Me that you have the boldness 
to come before Me with your petitions? But we continue to plead 
with Him. We pray, and pray, and pray; but the situation remains 
unchanged. God seems to have stopped His ears against our cries. 
Apparently He has disowned us. Those are awful days, days in which 
horrid doubts invade many a stricken soul. It is then that the de- 
spondent one wails with the Psalmist: “Will the Lord cast off for- 
ever? And will He be favorable no more? Js His mercy clean gone 
forever? Doth His promise fail forevermore? Hath God forgotten 
to be gracious? Hath He in anger shut up His tender mercies?” 
Ps. 77, 7—9. Yes, many a child of God, struggling through the dark 
night of trouble, falls upon these bitter experiences. But let not such 
a man find fault with God, nor accuse Him of turning a deaf ear to 
his prayers. Let him rather humbly confess with the Psalmist: “This 
is my infirmity.” Ps. 77,10. For it is due to our own weakness that 
we are perplexed and terrified when God does not grant our petitions 
at once. It is the result of our own inconstancy. Genuine faith, 
however, is never abashed or dismayed by the Lord’s seeming indif- 
ference. Its point of view is that of the poet who said: — 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust Him for His grace; 
Behind a frowning Providence 

He hides a smiling face. 

And this, we may add, was precisely the attitude of the Virgin 
Mary. Undaunted by the gentle rebuff which she had received, she 
forthwith went out to the servants and charged them: “Whatsoever 
He saith unto you, do it.” She was absolutely certain that she had 
not made her appeal in vain. So positive was she in her conviction 
that she conducted herself just as if He had given her the assurance 
that He would grant her prayer. 

And, pray, had He not really given her this assurance, at least in 
an indirect way? It appears that He had. He had not dismissed her 
with the discouraging remark: “Woman, what have I to do with 
thee?” but had graciously added: “Mine hour is not yet come.” Thus 
He had disclosed to her the reason why He would not grant her peti- 
tion at that very moment. The proper time was not at hand. The 
hour in which He should, according to the eternal counsel of God, 
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reveal the glory of His Messiahship had not yet arrived. But did this 
not imply that in due time, when His hour had come, He would gladly 
do what Mary desired of Him? Undoubtedly it did; and we may be 
sure that Mary found in these words of Jesus an intimation that her 
petition had not been utterly denied. 

Beloved, here we have the solution to one of the most vexing 
problems of the Christian life. God has given us the assurance that 
He will always hear and answer the prayers of His children. From 
the lips of our Savior we have the grand promise: “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you: Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My name, He 
will give it you.” John 16,23. And yet it seems as if many of our 
prayers, and very often even the most fervent ones, were to remain 
forever unanswered. How can this be? inquires the agonizing soul. 
How can I bring my sad experiences into harmony with God’s mani- 
fold promises? The answer is contained in the words: “Mine hour 
is not yet come.” You may imagine that the time for divine inter- 
vention has arrived, but God knows better. He hears your prayers, 
and He will answer them in due season; for His promises cannot 
be broken. 

Yes, He will answer them. And when this finally comes to pass, 
you shall receive exceeding abundantly above all that you ask or 
think; for it lies in the nature of faith that it must ultimately re- 
ceive more than it requested. On this grand truth allow me a few 
remarks before I close. 

3. 

When the wine had been completely exhausted, the time was ripe 
for the exercise of the Lord’s omnipotence. Accordingly, He directed 
the servants to fill the water-pots with water and, when they had done 
so, said to them: “Draw out now and bear unto the governor of the 
feast.” And they bare it. But lo, when the governor of the feast 
tasted it, it had turned into wine. : Picture the glad surprise of the 
worried hosts! Their embarrassment was now at an end, for they 
had at their disposal six great water-pots filled to the brim with the 
choicest wine. 

What a glorious answer to Mary’s simple prayer! Instead of 
denying her petition altogether, Jesus bestowed upon her and her 
friends much more than she had asked. She had desired only what 
was necessary, but He granted a superfluity. She would have been 
satisfied with ordinary wine, but He provided wine of the choicest 
sort. But His greatest contribution to that marriage-feast was the 
miracle itself. This miracle raised the humble nuptials at Cana out 
of obscurity and lowly circumstances and adorned them with the 
glory of the Lord. And all this as a result of Mary’s faith and prayer! 

This, my friends, is one of the outstanding characteristics of 
God’s dealing with His children: He not only grants their petitions 
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at the proper time, but also pours out upon them greater and more 
abundant blessings than they had wisdom to ask. 

Is there any one here to-day who doubts this; any one who has 
the hardihood to maintain that God does not always answer the 
Christian’s prayer and that, when answering it, He does not always 
bestow a greater gift than was sought? Such a person ought to con- 
sider that God does not always answer our prayers in the very way 
which we expect. He answers them, yes; but prompted by His love, 
He always chooses the best possible way. Hence He often grants our 
petitions not so much according to the letter as according to the 
spirit. When we ask foolishly, then He graciously overrules our 
prayer and answers us according to His wisdom. Yes, at times the 
answers to our prayers even come in the form of aflliction and sorrow, 
for our Savior knows that these bitter experiences are needful for 
our salvation. In short, our divine Benefactor will not be bound by 
our narrow prescriptions, but insists on answering our petitions by 
granting us the best possible gifts and bestowing them in the best 
possible way. The result is that we poor, short-sighted mortals fre- 
quently do not recognize God’s answers to our prayers, and con- 
sequently murmur against God and accuse Him of neglecting or even 
forsaking us. But if we could see the matter in the right light, we 
should soon perceive that our prayers have not only been answered, 
but that we have literally received exceeding abundantly above all 
that we can ask or think. 

O how unspeakably blessed are we who are the children of God 
by faith in Christ Jesus! In the day of trouble, when black clouds 
gather over our homes and affliction stalks boldly over our thresholds, 
we need not tremble or despair, for Jesus is near, and in His strong 
and loving arms we may ever find refuge. Clinging to Him for all 
its needs, and depending upon Him for deliverance from every evil, 
our faith must eventually rise victorious over all adversity and be 
blessed with greater and more glorious gifts than it ever ventured to 
request in its prayers. 

Lord, increase our faith! Amen. 


Waynesboro, Va. E. J. FRIEDRICH. 


Predigt über Jef. 62. 


Unjere höchite Aufgabe ijt die Heiligung des Namens Gottes in der 
Förderung feines Neiches. Dak wir fraft der reinen Lehre des gött- 
Tiden Wortes felbjt im wahren Glauben und Heiligen Leben beharren 
und zunehmen, unjere Mitdhriften darin ftarfen helfen und die Un- 
befehrten zum Glauben an den Giinderheiland bringen, darin bejteht 
unfere eigentliche Lebensaufgabe. Wehe ung, wenn wir träge werden, 
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fie zu erfüllen! Denn es fteht gefchrieben: „Verflucht fei, der des 
HErrn Werk lajjig tut!” Dies Drohtvort des Gefebes hatte Prof. 
Cramer auf jeinem Stehpult in großen Lettern beftandig vor fich. Auch 
mir follten e8 uns täglich vorhalten, um dadurd unfer Fleifeh, das uns 
am Werfe des HErrn fortwährend hindern will, niederzufchlagen. Da- 
mit jehlagen wir freilich noch feinen Funken gottgefalligen Eifer aus 
uns heraus. Das Gejeß fchafft feine geiftliche Luft und Kraft. Wollen 
wir in heiligem Eifer um Gottes Reid) erglühen, jo müffen wir des 
Heilands LiebeSeifer um uns fleitig betrachten. Nur das Evangelium 
gibt geiftliches Leben. — Eine Weisfagung evangelifhen Inhalts ift 
unfer Tert. Nehmen ir fie recht zu Herzen, fo wird uns der eine Gez 
danfe erfüllen: 


Raitlojer Eifer um Zions Heil und Herrlichkeit. 
1. Das ift des Herrn Lofung. 
2. Das foll darum aud unfere Qofung fein. 


1. 


„Um Zions willen, jo will ich nicht jchweigen, und um Serufalems 
willen, jo mill ich nicht innehalten, bis daß ihre Gerechtigkeit aufgehe 
wie ein Glanz und ihr Heil entbrenne wie eine Fadel; dak die Heiden 
fehen deine Gerechtigkeit und alle Könige deine Herrlichkeit.” Es ift 
der Herr, der Hier redet. Dem gläubigen Reft, der unter dem ber- 
ftociten Volf noch vorhanden ijt, fpricht er die füheften Troftworte zu. 
Denn furdtbare Gerichte find über Israel ergangen. Die Heilige Stadt 
liegt in Trümmern. Das Land ringsum ift geplimbdert und bertviiftet. 
Die meijten Cintwohner find in die Gefangenschaft geführt. Und unter 
all den fehweren Blagen müfjen die Frommen mitleiden. Aber während 
ihre gottlojen VolfSgenojjen fich darunter nur noch mehr verhärten, 
Yiegen fie, das wahre Zion, im Gefühl des Bornes Gottes und der un= 
fagliden Schmad Israels zerbrochenen Herzens im Staube wie ein bon 
Mann und Kindern im tiefiten Elend verlafjenes Weib. 

Aber nun, welch eine Berheigung aus dem Munde deffen, bon dem 
fie fich verftogen mwähnen! Der HErr will nicht ruhen und raften, bis 
ihr Heil und ihre Herrlichkeit vor aller Welt aufleuchtet. Dann tft es 
mit Zions Schmach vorbei. Sie trägt dann einen neuen Namen. hr 
Land hat aufgehört, „Wüftung“ zu heißen. Denn ihr Mojt und Ge- 
treide fällt nicht mehr Feinden zur Beute. Mit Preis und Dank gegen 
Gott erfreut fie fich vielmehr des ungefchmälerten Befibkes und unge- 
itörten Genuffes aller ihrer Güter. Die Stadt heikt dann nicht „die 
Berlaffene“ mehr. Denn auf ihren Straßen mimmelt es von ihren 
heimgefehrten Kindern als den „Erlöften de3 Herrn“, dem „heiligen 
Bolf“, und der HErr felbit, ihr Gemahl, wohnt bet ihr mit Huld und 
Wonne. Er nennt fie „Meine Luft an ihr”. Wie ein Bräutigam über 
feine Braut, fo freut fich der HErr dann über fein inniggeliebtes Zion. 
Nicht ruhen und nicht raften will er, bis er fein Bion, errettet und ber= 
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herrlicht, wie eine pradtige Königsfrone, al fein Meijtertwerf, der 
ganzen Welt zur Bewunderung hinhalten fann. 

Wobon redet der Herr? Etwa von einem herrliden Wiederauf- 
bau des irdifchen Serufalems und einer Rückkehr des leiblichen Israels 
dorthin? Auden und Yudengenoffen wollen e3 nicht anders veritehen 
und mit ihrem „Zionismus“ Gott gleihfam zwingen, diefe Weisjagung 
nad ihrem eigenen, fleifhliden Sinn zu erfüllen. Daß der von ihnen 
bertvorfene Meffias hier redet, der, defjen Reich nicht von diefer Welt 
ijt, glauben fie eben in ihrer Selbitverblendung nicht. Wehe den Ber 
ftoctten! Ihnen gilt diefe herzerquidende Weisjagung nit. Den Glau- 
digen in ISrael war fie bermeint; und malte fie ihnen die zufünftigen 
Dinge auch in Bildern, die bon gegenwärtigen irdifchen Verhaltnijjen 
hergenommen waren, bor die Geele, fo blieb ihnen doch nicht verborgen, 
daß damit ein geiftliches Heil und eine geijtlicde Herrlichkeit verheigen 
fei, nämlich daS Heil, die Herrlichkeit, melde nad) dem 53. Kapitel des 
Propheten der Knecht Gottes den Sündern durch fein jtellvertretendes 
Zeiden eriverben follte. Was der HErr hier durch Jefaias in alttejta- 
mentlider Bilderfprache mweisjagt, verfündigt Paulus mit eigentlichen 
Worten als erfüllt, tenn er an die Ephefer jchreibt: „Chriftus hat ge= 
liebet die Gemeinde und hat fich jelbjt für fie gegeben, auf daß er fie 
heiligte, und hat fie gereinigt Durch das Waflerbad im Wort, auf daß er 
fie ihm felbjt daritellte eine Gemeinde, die herrlich fei.“ 

Schaut Chrijti LiebeSeifer um feine Gemeinde an! Erblidt ihn 
eritlih im Werfe der Verfohnung. Was Bion in der Anfechtung 
wähnt, daß nämli Gott fie im Born verlaffen habe, wäre Tatjache, 
wenn Ehriftus fich nicht felbjt für fie gegeben hätte, um ihre Schuld bei 
Gott zu fühnen. DO welche Arbeit in der Erfüllung des Gefebes, in 
Schmadh und Schmerzen, in Todesangit und Gottverlaffenheit fojtete e3 
ihn, das Verfühnungsmwerf auszurichten! Aber er rubte und rajtete 
darin feinen Wugenblic, bis er rufen fonnte: „Es ift vollbracht!” 

Betrachtet weiter feinen Eifer in der Sammlung feiner Ges 
meindel Wie unermüdlich hat er die verlornen Schafe Israels ge- 
fucht, wie herzlich fich der Elenden angenommen! Wie unbefümmert 
um der Pharifaer Hak und Hohn ift er auch den tiefitgefunfenen Süns 
dern nachgegangen! Wie hat er fich die Füße mund gelaufen, um das 
Land mit dem Evangelium zu erfüllen! Wie fleißig und wie gründlich 
bat er nicht nur große Volfshaufen, fondern auch einzelne Perfonen 
den Weg des Heils gelehrt! Mit welcher Miihe und Geduld Hat er die 
Apostel auf das Predigtamt vorbereitet! Wlles, um zunädjft feine Wus- 
ertwählten in Ssrael in feine Herde zu fammeln. Aber er follte und 
mollte auch die Kinder Gottes, die in der Welt zerftreut waren, zus 
fammenbringen. Er fprad: „Ich habe noch andere Schafe, die find nicht 
aus diefem Stalle. Und diefelben muß ich Herfiihren, und fie werden 
meine Stimme hören, und wird eine Herde und ein Hirte werden.“ 
Darum hat er nicht nur in den Tagen feines Erdenwwandels auch Heiden 
zu Gnaden angenommen, fondern als der Erhöhte bi8 auf den heutigen 
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Zag raftlos den Lauf des Evangeliums in aller Welt gefördert und 
durch jeinen Gnadenruf große Scharen aus allen Völkern in fein Reich 
eingeführt. Fürwahr, Zion heißt nicht mehr die Verlaffene. Sie heift 
die bejuchte und unverlafjene Stadt. Babhlreid wie die Sterne am 
Himmel ijt Abrahams Game in ihr geworden. Und unabläffig wird 
de3 HErrn Viebeseifer diefen Samen mehren, bis er den Ießten feiner 
Auserwählten auf Erden zum Glauben gebradt und alfo feiner Ge- 
meinde einverleibt hat. 

Wie ijt er ferner auf die Erguidung der Gefammelten bez 
dacht! Bm Wort und Saframent bietet er ihnen feine Gnadengüter 
gum Labjal dar, und fein Feind foll’3 Hindern, daß fie diefe ihre geift- 
fihen Lebensmittel mit fröhlidem Lobpreis Gottes genießen. Gie 
nehmen aus SEfu Fülle Gnade um Gnade und werden fo mit göttlicfem 
Zrojt immer aufs neue beglitct. Du erfährft es täglich an dir felbit, 
mein Chrift. Kränfen deine Sinden dich, fo fpridjt der HErr: „Sei 
getrojt, mein Rind, deine Sünden find dir vergeben!“ Wenn die Welt 
Did) angjtet, ruft er dir zu: „Sei getrojt, ic) habe die Welt iiber- 
tounden!“ Fit Satan dich an, fo jtärft dich deines Heilandes Verz- 
fiderung, daß der Fürjt diefer Welt gerichtet ijt. Will der Sammer 
diejes Lebens dir die Seelenruhe rauben, wie erquict did) dann das 
Wort: „Die Strafe liegt auf ihm, auf dak ir Frieden Hatten!” 
Nimmt der Tod eines deiner Lieben hiniveg oder tritt er an dich felbft 
heran — Chriftus, der Todesüberwinder, jteht dir bei und fpridt: „Ich 
gebe meinen Schafen das etvige Leben.” Co hat er von jeher die 
Elenden getrojtet, jo erquict er Millionen und aber Millionen Glieder 
feiner Gemeinde in der ganzen weiten Welt. Fürmwahr, fein Liebed- 
eifer um Zion ruht und raftet nicht! 

Habt ferner auf den Eifer des HErrn in der täglidden Erz 
neurung der Seinen acht! Serufalem foll gefertigt und gefebt wer- 
den zu Gottes Lobe, ihr Land foll nicht mehr „Wüftung“, fondern 
„Leber Buble” heißen. Diefe Erneurung gefchieht zwar nicht auf einen | 
Schlag. Die Wilfte wird nicht über Nacht zum Paradies und der Triim- 
merhaufen nidt an einem Tage zur mohlgebauten Stadt. Ach, mie- 
piel Land liegt auf dem Herzensadfer auch der Chrijten noch brad! 
Wieviel Unfraut fprießt darauf nod immer aivifden Gottes Saat 
empor! Wieviel Unvollendetes ift nod an der im Bau begriffenen Stadt 
de3 Hören! Wieviel Schutthaufen Tiegen noch in ihren Straßen um= 
her! Wieviel Arbeit ijt daher noch nötig, bis alles an ihr zu Gottes 
Ghre gereicht! Aber der HErr ruht und raftet nicht. Fleipig pflügt 
und eggt und dingt und bemwäffert er mit jeinem Wort und Geift den 
Herzensader, fleißig fat er den beiten Samen und febt er die edelften 
Pflanzen ein, um eine immer reichere Fille wahrhaft guter Werke zu 
erzielen. IUnermüdlich fhafft er durch fein Wort immer mehr hintweg, 
twas an feiner Yieben Kirche noch haplich ijt. Immer Tieblicher fchmückt 
er fie mit chriftliden Tugenden aus. 

Unfer Fleifd will eg zwar nicht leiden. Wie oft verhindert es mit 
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feiner Torheit und Bosheit, was der OErr an uns ausrichten mill! 
Aber unbeirrt behält der treue Heiland fein Ziel im Auge: „eine Ge= 
meinde, die herrlih fei“. Zur hödhften Vollendung will er jie führen. 
Sie, die längft vor Gott in dem Chrenfleide feiner Blutgerechtigfeit voll- 
fommen heilig und unjträflich dajtebt, fol einjt aud allen Volfern und 
Königen der Erde als das größte feiner Werfe in die Augen leuchten. 
Sebt trägt fie noch, wie ehemals der Heiland, das Getwand der Niedrig- 
feit. An jenem Tage aber wird fie dem König der Könige als mohl- 
geihmücte Braut zur Rechten jtehen, in unendlider Schönheit, durdh- 
itrahlt von ihres Himmelsbräutigams Herrlichkeit. Wie eine Krone, die 
wert ift, fein Haupt zu fhmüden, wird er fie allen jeinen und ihren er= 
ftaunten und entfebten Feinden entgegenhalten; und du, mein Chrift, 
twirft ein Sumel in diefer Krone fein. 


2 


Soldhe3 tut der Eifer des HErrn Bebaoth. NRajtlofer Eifer um 
Zion Heil und Herrlichfeit — da3 foll darum aud unfere 
2ojung jein. Denn uns, teure Mitchriften, hat er zu feinen Werf- 
zeugen erforen, und es fann nicht fehlen, daß fein Eifer uns zum Eifer 
um Zions Verherrlidung Hinreißt. Dahin lautet feine Berheigung in 
unferm Tert: „DO Verufalem, ich will Wächter auf deine Mauern bez 
ftellen, die den ganzen Tag und die ganze Nacht nimmer jtille fdiweigen 
follen und die des Herren gedenfen follen, auf daß bei euch fein Schiwei= 
gen fet, und ihr von ihm nicht fchweiget, bi8 daß Serufalem gefertigt 
und gefebt werde zum Lobe auf Erden.“ 

Mit den Wächtern find die Prediger gemeint. Die follen Tag und 
Nacht auf die reine und reihlihe Verfündigung des Evangeliums be- 
dacht fein; denn das Evangelium tft das alleinige Mittel, wodurch Chriz 
{tus feine Kirche baut und verherrlidt. Sie follen guerft über fich jelbit 
wachen, daß fie hierin nichts verfäumen, weshalb auch Paulus an den 
Prediger Timotheus jehreibt: „Hab’ acht auf dich felbjt und auf die Lehre; 
beharre in diefen Stiicfen! Denn too du folches tuft, wirft du dich felbit 
felig machen, und die dich hören.“ Ein Prediger, der hierin feinen Fleiß 
bemeift, ijt in feinem Amte nicht treu, mag er aud) fonit eine vielge- 
Ihäftige Tatigfeit entfalten und darin große Erfolge erzielen. Steht 
eines Predigers Arbeit nicht im Dienst des Evangeliums und find feine 
Erfolge nicht Früchte diefes teuertverten Wortes, fo trägt er zur wahren 
Förderung des Neiches Gottes nicht das Geringfte bei. Er ijt ein 
Nihtsnuß in der Kirche. Aber der HErr will treue Wächter auf 
Zions Mauern jtellen, Prediger, die fih als rechtfehaffene Werkzeuge 
feines LiebeSeifers ermweifen. Das verheift er Hier. Solche Werkzeuge 
follen auch wir, die wir in unferer Kirchengemeinfhaft das Amt des 
Wortes verwalten, durch Gottes Gnade immer mehr werden. Auch an 
uns foll fich Diefe Verheigung erfüllen. Chrifti Liebeseifer um fein Zion 
joll ung immer aufs neue zu glühendem Eifer um Zions Heil und 'Herr- 
Tichfeit entflammen. 


Predigt über Sef. 62. tl 


Aber auch euch, ihr gläubigen Hörer allgumal; denn gerade aud 
darüber follen wir Prediger wachen, dazu euch fleißig ermuntern, daß 
„ihr von ihm nicht fehweiget, bis daß Serufalem gefertigt und gefebt 
werde zum Lobe auf Erden“. Denn „ihr feid das auserwählte Ge- 
{[hlecht, das foniglide Prieftertum, das heilige Volk, das Volk des Cigen- 
tums, daß ihr verfündigen follt die Tugenden des, der euch berufen hat 
bon der Finjternts zu feinem wunderbaren Licht“. Cuch gilt daher famt 
allen Chrijten der Aufruf des HErrn in unferm Lert: ,,Gehet Hin, 
gehet hin durch die Tore!“ namlid) die Tore der Heidenftädte. ,,Be- 
reitet dem Bolf den Weg; machet Bahn, machet Bahn, räumet die 
Steine auf; twerfet ein Panier auf über die Völfer! Siehe, der HErr 
laßt jich hören bis an der Welt Ende. Saget der Tochter Zion“, nam- 
fich den noch in der Welt zerjtreuten Auserwählten: „Siehe, dein Heil 
fommt! Giehe, fein Lohn ift bei ihm, und feine Vergeltung ift vor ihm!“ 

Diefer Aufruf ijt zugleich Verheipung: e3 wird gefchehen, was 
der HErr hier jagt. Wie fünnten gläubige Chriften denn auch bon dem 
ichweigen, de3 ihr Herz voll ijt? Wie fonnten fie anders, als den vor 
den Menjchen zu befennen, deffen Liebeseifer fie fo jelig macht? Wie 
fonnten fie e3 Tajjen, gur Förderung de3 Reiches Gottes in aller Welt 
nad Kräften beizutragen, jolange jie des Heilands brünftigen, raftlofen 
Eifer um ihr emwiges Heil nicht vergefjen? Ba, den twollen wir immer 
wieder glaubig anfchauen, fooft ung Müdigfeit im Werk des HErrn be- 
fallen will. Das wird uns immer auf3 neue zu der Lofung begeistern: 

Da wir, HErr, dein Heil erfahren, 
Darf die Liebe nimmer ruhn, 

63 der Welt zu offenbaren, 

Wie du uns gebeutft zu tun, 
Wier Kreatur zu fiinden 

Gottes Wort vom eiw’gen Heil, 
Dap Vergebung ihrer Sünden 
Allen Menfchen werd’ zuteil. 

Sind wir bon des HErrn Eifer um fein Zion recht ergriffen, dann 
wird aber auch infofern bei ung fein Schweigen fein, als mir den HErrn 
um die Förderung und Vollendung feines Neiches unabläfjig anrufen. 
Das liegt im Text: So eifrig ijt der Heiland auf Zions Verherrlidung 
bedacht, daß er feine ganze Chriftenheit ermahnt, ifm doch ja mit heigem 
Flehen darum Tag und Nacht in den Ohren gu liegen; feine Ruhe follen 
wir ihm mit unfern Gebeten laffen, bis er Bion vollendet hat. Wuns 
derbar! 8 flingt, als ob der HErr unjers Wachens über ihn und 
unfers bejtändigen Anfporn3 bedürfe, um in feiner Arbeit an Bion nicht 
zu ermüden. Aber ihr verfteht ihn fon recht, meine Lieben! Gerade 
weil er allein es ijt, der in feinem Neiche alles ausrichtet, gerade teil 
wir ohne ihn nichts tun fonnen, follen wir anhalten mit Rufen und 
Schreien zum HErrn. Die fleifige Betradtung feines unermiidliden 
Liebeseifers um das Gedeihen und die Vollendung feiner Kirche wird 
ung darum immer aufs neue mit rechter Zuderficht zu der Vitte: „Dein 
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Keich forme!” erfüllen. O wir wiffen, er wird uns erhören! Gein 
raftlojer Eifer um Zions Heil und Herrlichkeit bürgt uns dafür. Yn 
diefem Eifer hat er uns geboten, alfo zu beten, und verheigen, daß er 
ums wolle erhören. Sa, er hat eg „gejchiworen bei feiner Rechten und bei 
dem Arm feiner Macht”. Amen. Soh. Gudthaujen. 


Dispofitionen über die zweite evangelifche Perifopenreihe 
der Synodalfonferenz. 


Epiphaniasfeit. 
Matth. 4, 12—17. 

Wir feiern heute das Epiphaniazfeit. Epiphanias heift jo viel wie 
Erfeheinung Chrifti, die Erfcheinung feiner Herrlichkeit. Und befonders 
gedenfen mir an diefem Tage der für ung fo wichtigen Tatfade, daß 
SEfus nicht nur als der Heiland für die Juden gefommen ift, fondern 
daß er fein Heil, fein Licht, aud) unter den Heiden leuchten läßt, damit 
auch fie feine Herrlichkeit jehen und gu feinem Licht, zu jeinem Heil, fom- 
men follen. Davon redet auch unfer Tert. Das ijt die Wahrheit, die 
in unferm Text un3 entgegentritt: 


„Das Bolf, das in Finfternis fas, hat ein großes Licht gefehen.” 

1. Das galt in jener Beit von Öaliläa. 

a. Unfer Text erzählt ung, wie JEjus fein Amt öffentlich in Galilaa 
angetreten hat. Sohannes der Täufer war bon Herodes ins Gefängnis 
geworfen worden um feines freimütigen Zeugnifjes willen. As SEefus 
davon hörte, 30g er nad) Galiläa, und zwar zuerit nach Nazareth, als 
man ihn aber dort nicht aufnahm, nach Rapernaum, 8.12.13. überaus 
traurig jah e3 damals in Galiläa aus. Galiläa war der nördlichite Teil 
des damaligen jüdifchen Landes. Bipifchen den Juden, die dort wohnten, 
Hatten fich auch viele Heiden niedergelaffen, bon deren Religion mande 
der Yuden gar vieles angenommen hatten. Bon Serufalem mit feinem 
Tempel und Opfern waren fie getrennt duch die Landiehaft Samaria 
mit feinen den Juden feindlichen Bewohnern. C3 war wahr geworden, 
twas der Prophet Yefaias fdon Jahrhunderte zuvor getweisfagt hatte, 
Das Volf diefer Landichaft faß in tiefer Finfternis, am Ort und Schatten 
des Todes, des geiftlichen und eivigen Todes. Won ihrer väterlichen, der 
wahren Religion hatten fie viel verloren, Gottes Wort mar ihnen vielz 
fach abhanden gefommen. Finfternis in geiftlihen Dingen, Finiternis 
der Sünde, umgab fie; die Schatten des getjtlichen und ewigen Todes 
hatten fich über das arme Bolf herabgefentt. 

b. Aber der Prophet hatte gemeisjagt, dak über dies Volk ein großes 
Licht aufgehen, daß ihre geiftliche Finjternis erhellt werden follte, BV. 16. 
Und was Gott durch feine Propheten jagt, das muß erfüllt werden. Auch 
diefe Weisfagung erfüllte fi. Das gefdah damals, als KEfus nag 
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Galiläa fam und dort das Evangelium predigte und feine Wunder tat. 
Was war e3, das SEjus predigte? „Das Himmelkeich ijt nahe herbei- 
fommen”, ®. 17, das war der Hauptinhalt feiner feligen Botfhaft. Gott 
hat jich euer erbarmt. Gr hat euch den Meffias gefandt, ihn, der fein 
Volk jelig machen foll von feinen Sünden. Ach jelbit bin der geweisfagte 
Meffias, ich tilge eure Sünden. Kommt zu mir, alle, die ihr mühjelig 
und beladen feid, ich will euch erquicen, bei mir findet ihr Ruhe für eure 
Seelen. Sch fchenfe euch Vergebung der Siinden, Leben und Seligfeit. 
Und nun tut Buße, wendet euch ab bon euren Giinden, bon eurer Ver- 
aiveiflung, ändert euren Ginn, befehrt euch zu mir, und euch ift geholfen, 
. frei und umfonft. Da war das helle Licht in Galilaa aufgegangen, 
anjtatt Finjterni3 Licht, Heil, anftatt bes Todes Leben und Seligfeit. 
ce. Mlerdings, Galilaa hat die Beit feiner Heimfuchung nicht er- 
fannt. Die meijten feiner Bewohner haben fic) nicht zu dem HErrn bez 
fehrt, fondern ihn berivorfen. Der HErr mußte am Ende feiner Wirk- 
famfeit dort ein erfchredliches Wehe über die Städte in Galiläa ausrufen 
(Matth. 11,20 ff.). Aber doch etliche haben den HErrn angenommen, 
ihn und fein Heil. Aus Galilaa famen die meisten der Apoitel, die das 
Licht und Heil meitergetragen haben in alle Welt. Durch ihr Wort und 
Predigt ijt es gefdhehen, dak das Wort des Propheten nicht nur damals 
Galilaa galt, fondern 

2. DagB e8 aud uns gilt. 

a. Auch uns gilt das Wort de3 Propheten, V.16. Auch unfer Wolf 
faß in Finfternis, am Ort und Schatten des Todes. -Unfere Vorfahren 
find einft arme, blinde, in Sünden tote Heiden gewejen. Und auch wir 
find bon Natur tot in Sünden und Übertretungen, auch wir dienen bon 
Natur dem Teufel und wandeln in den Lüjten unfers Fleifches. Wir 
ftanden unter dem Fluch Gottes und waren Kinder des Borns. Der 
eivige Tod, die ewige Verdammnis, war unfer Teil. (Cph. 2, 1--3.) 
> b. Aber auch über uns ift das Licht aufgegangen, auch über uns 
fcheint e3 hell. Das Licht ift unfern Hetdnijdhen Vorfahren aufgegangen 
in der Predigt bom Himmelreich, das nahe herbetgefommen ijt, in der 
Predigt des Evangeliums. Der HErr hat feine Boten des Friedens auch 
zu ihnen gefandt. Und wir haben heute noch dies Licht. Das Chanz 
gelium bon der Vergebung der Sünden wird uns gepredigt. Durch dies 
Evangelium hat der HErr uns Chriften zu fich befehrt, hat uns errettet 
bon unfern Sünden, hat un3 aus Kindern des Teufels und des Todes zu 
feligen Gottesfindern gemacht, zu Erben des etvigen Lebens. Welch felige 
Leute find wir Chrijten geworden! Aber auch uns gilt das Wort: 
„Zut Bußel“ 

3. Dies Wort foll fort und fort aud bon andern 
Zeuten und Zungen gelten. 

a. Das ijt Gottes Wille, daß das Wort des Propheten an der 
ganzen Welt wahr werden möge. Leider gilt es auch heute nod von fo. 
vielen, daß fie in geiftlicher Finiternis jiken, im Schatten des Todes, bon 
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ganzen Völkern, die noch nichts von SEfu wiffen, und von fo vielen mitten 
in der äußeren Chriftenheit. Gott will ernjtlid, daß auch ihnen das Licht 
des Heils aufgehe. SEfus ift ja für alle Menfchen gefommen, er hat 
aller Sünden gebüßt, er hat allen das Heil, das Leben erworben; die 
frohe Kunde davon foll allen Menfchen gebracht werden. 3 ift Gottes 
Wille, daß allen Menfchen geholfen werde und alle zur Erfenntnis der 
Wahrheit fommen. 

b. Gott mill fein Werf ausrichten nicht unmittelbar, fondern durd 
Menfchen, dur) uns Chrijten. Uns auch hat Gott in Gnaden dazu be= 
rufen, daß mir fein Wort predigen, fein Evangelium bom Himmelreid, 
pon der Vergebung der Sünden in Chrijto. Durch das Evangelium fommt 
Ehriftug zu ihnen wie dort in Galilaa. So geht auch ihnen das Licht 
auf, das alle ihre Finfternis vertreibt. — Gott hat fich unfer erbarmt. 
Wir wandeln in feinem Licht, wir haben fein Heil. Täglich erfahren wir 
feine Gnade. Sollten wir da nicht fleißig fein mitgubelfen, daß auch 
andern dies Licht aufgeht? Wir wollen e3 denen unter unfern Be- 
fannten und Freunden fagen, die dies Heil noch nicht fennen. Wir wollen 
fleißig mit unjern Gütern helfen, dag Chrijti Boten auch in die Heiden- 
länder hinausgefandt werden fünnen. Wir twollen treulich beten für 
dies Werf. Der HErr helfe, dak das Wort des Propheten fich immer 
mehr erfülle, daß immer mehr bon denen, die noch in Finfternig wandeln, 
das große Licht fehen, SCjum und fein Heil! G. M. 


Erfter Sonntag nad) Cpiphanias. 
Matth. 10, 32—39. 

Ehrifti Reich ijt ein Reich der Wahrheit, der Gnade und des Frie- 
dens, Yoh. 1,17; 18,37; 14,27; 1%05.1,7. Aber die Welt ijt des 
Teufels Reich, darum fragt fie nichts nach Wahrheit und Gnade, fie 
will in Sünden fort{dreiten, und den Frieden Gottes fennt und mill 
fie nicht. In diefe Welt fendet der HErr feine Jünger hinein mit feinem 
feligmadenden Evangelium. &3 bleibt nicht ohne Frucht, e3 trifft viele 
Herzen und befehrt diejelben zu Chrifto. Aber die gottlofe Welt als 
folche bleibt gleichgültig dagegen oder verhält fich ablehnend, ja jogar 
feindfelig dagegen. 

Der HErr hat es feinen Apofteln und feinen Chriften überhaupt 
borhergejagt, daß jie fich um feines Namens und Evangeliums willen 
auf die bitterfte Feindichaft der Welt gefaßt maden follen. Darum 
darf es uns nicht befremden, wenn auch heute noch der Haß gegen Chri- 
ftum und fein Evangelium zuzeiten an manden Orten in helle Flam- 
men augsbridt. Unfer Fleijd und Blut ijt dann fhwach und verzagt 
und leidenzjcheu; e3 till dann mit dem Bekenntnis des Namens Chrifti 
bor der Welt zurücdhalten, ja vielleiht gang davon fehtweigen. Aber 
unfer HErr und Heiland twill aud) dann und da feinen Namen frei und 
ohne Scheu vor der Welt befannt wiffen. Er macht uns dag in unjerm 
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Zerte ausdrüdlich zur Pflicht und mat uns auch Mut und Freudigfeit, 
eS ganz getrojt und ohne Zagen zu tun. 
Unjere drijtlide Befenntnispflicht gegeniiber der feindfeligen Welt. 
1. Warum diefe Pfligmt unerläßlid tft; 
2. warum fie fo fhwer fällt; 
3. Warum fie aber heilfam ift. 


r 

Dieje Pflicht ijt unerläglid. Der HErr Chrijtus fordert fie mit 
allem Crnft und Naddrud bon uns. Er veritärkt feine Forderung durch 
eine Verheipung und eine Drohung, BV. 32.33. Er will alfo feinen 
Namen jchlechterdings bon uns bor der Welt befannt haben, und wenn 
die Welt fic auch noch fo feindjelig dagegen ftellt. Cr begründet aber 
diefe Forderung an uns weiter auch mit dem Zived, gu dem er felber 
bon feinem Vater in die Welt gejandt ijt, V.34. Nicht um äußeren 
@rieden, fondern um das Schwert, den geijtliden Krieg, zu bringen, ift 
er gefommen. Das Wort bon Chrijto beivirft eine Scheidung der Geifter, 
Zuf. 2,34.35. Der HErr Chrijtus tritt im Evangelium an die einz 
zelnen Seelen heran und fordert fie auf, fic) für ihn zu entfcheiden, 
das heißt, feine gläubigen Jünger gu fein, durch ihn vor Gott gerecht 
zu werden und ihm zu Ehren zu leben. Die fich deifen mweigern, die 
find und bleiben feine Feinde, Matth. 12,20. Kein Wunder, menn 
einmal die Feind{chaft mächtig herausbridt. (Luther VII, 104.) 


2. 

Dieje Pflicht tit auch Ihwer. Darum, weil die Scheidung der Geiiter 
für oder wider Chrijtum oft mit einem hohen Grad der Erregung verz 
bunden ijt. Gang ohne Erregung, Rumor und ausgefprochene Feind- 
feligfeit in Worten und Werfen geht es nie ab, wo das Evangelium 
eine Zeitlang rein und lauter verfündigt wird. Aber gugeiten ijt der 
Rumor und die Feindihaft größer und heftiger als fonjt. Der Hak 
und die Feindfehaft wider Chrijtum und fein Wort bricht vielleicht in 
eine Verfolgung der Seinen aus. Wenn jemand fich für Chrijtum entz 
fcheidet und fic) an ihm als dem Fels des Heils aufrichtet, fo werden 
Dann oft die nadhften Freunde und Verwandten deswegen feine Feinde, 
%. 35.36. G8 ift bitter für einen Chriften, wenn jeine natürliche Liebe 
au den Freunden und Verwandten der größeren Liebe zu Gott weichen 
muß, teil fie al3 Beweis feiner Liebe zu ihnen Verleugnung Chrifti 
und Abfall von ihm fordern. Go fehwer das aber auch fein mag, fo 
fann die Wahl einem Chriften nicht fraglich fein, er gehört feinem HEren 
Chrifto und fteht zu dem. Dann gilt es nod) viel mehr als fonft, fi) 
mit ganzem Herzen für Chriftum zu entfcheiden und ihn nicht zu ver- 
leugnen, weil e3 fich dabei um die eigene Geligfeit handelt, 8.37. Der 
ift mein nicht wert, das heißt, der verjcherzt mutiillig mich und mein 
Heil, Vuk. 7,30. Das gilt aud) bon folden, die um anderer Wider- 
wärtigfeit toillen (Broterwerb, Ehre und Wnjehen, Logentvefen ufiv.) 
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Chriftum verleugnen, B.38. Der HErr will von den Seinen da und 
dann, wo ihnen die Weltfeindfdhaft am nadften tritt, am allerwenigiten 
feinen Namen verleugnet, fondern befannt wiffen; daß dies fdjwer ijt, 
dient nur zur Prüfung der Aufrichtigfeit und Echtheit ihres Glaubens 
und ihrer Liebe zu ihm. (Luther VIL, 107.) 


3. 

Dieje Pflicht ijt auch Heilfam. Zunadft um anderer Menjchen 
foillen, denen wir zur Seligfeit damit verhelfen. Ehriftus will feinen 
Namen bor der Welt befannt und gepredigt haben, damit fie durch diefen 
Namen felig werde. Und ein feites, fröhliches, flares und beharrliches 
Zeugnis bon und zu Chrifto macht immer Cindruc auf die Menfchen 
in der Welt. Manches Weltfind, das jonit gleidgiiltig geblieben märe, 
wird aufmerffam, forjdt nach und fommt zu Chrijto. Gelbjt unter den 
bitterjten Feinden und Verfolgern wird früher oder fpäter der eine oder 
der andere Dadurch gewonnen. Sodann und bor allem auch für uns 
felber. Wir behalten damit das Heil und Leben, das wir fonft durch 
Verleugnung des HErrn auch verfcherzt Hätten, 8.39. Wer fein Leben 
bier durch Verleugnung Chrijti erhält, hat es damit für den Himmel 
{don verloren; wer es aber hier, wenn e3 jein muß, um Chrifti willen 
fahren läßt, hat e3 fich damit für den Himmel erhalten. Cine große 
und herrliche Verheigung, die mahrlih Mut, Kraft und Freudigfeit zum 
DBefenntni3 des Namens SEfu verleihtl Beifpiele: Petrus und Yohanz 
ne3, Apoft. 4.5; Stephanus, Apoit. 6.7; Paulus und Silas, Wpoft. 16. 
Zuther zu Augsburg und Worms. Nicht dak wir durch Leiden und felbjt 
Sterben um Chrifti willen etwas bei Gott uns verdienen. Aber wir 
halten damit an Chrijto und feinem Heile fejt bis in den Tod. Co 
halt denn auch Chrittus an uns feit bis ins Gericht mit feiner Gnade 
und Treue, er befennt uns bor dem Throne Gottes als feine Erlöften 
und Gebeiligten, 8.32.33. (Ruther VII, 112; 102.) 

Lieber Chrift, ift dein Fleiih fdtwach, fitrchtejt du die. Feinde 
Ehrifti, fällt eS dir {chwer, bor denfelben gu befennen, ei, fo bedenfe 
doch ja, worum es fich Handelt. Hier gilt es, Chriftum auf Erden 
bor den Menjchen zu befennen; die fonnen uns höchitens das zeitliche 
Leben rauben, aber nicht Chriftum. Dort wird Chrijtus dich vor feinem 
Vater Fräftiglich vertreten, vor dem höcjiten Richter, der dich ohne Chrifti 
Vertretung im Gericht ohne Gnade ewig veritoßen und verdammen 
müßte, nun aber um Chrifti willen dir Leben und Seligfeit fdenfen 
wird und twill. Das wird dich jtarf, getroft und freudig machen. Amen. 


sn. 


Zweiter Sonntag nad) Epiphanias. 
Soh. 1, 35—42. 
Das Licht der Menfchen war erfchienen. Der Sohn Gottes war 


Menjch geworden und follte nun bald fein öffentliches Lehramt antreten 
und fic) al3 den Sohn Gottes und Crlöfer der Welt offenbaren. 


Dispofitionen über die zweite ev. Perifopenreihe der Syn.-Konf. 17 


Sohannes der Täufer war der Vorläufer des Meffias. Er war nicht 
Das Licht, fondern er fam zum Zeugnis, daß er von dem Licht zeugte, 
auf daß alle durch ifn glaubten. Unfer Text berichtet ung, wie Johan 
nes zei feiner Jünger auf Chriftum wies und vie diefe JEfu Jünger 
wurden. Und was wir bon den erjten beiden Siingern SEfu Yefen, ift 
uns zum Vorbild gejchrieben. 


Die eriten Jünger IEjn ein Vorbild fir ung Chriften. 

1. Sn ihrem Glauben. 

a. Der Glaube der erjten Jünger war ein Herzensglaube an 
o€fum. Sie glaubten dem Zeugnis Johannis, BV. 36. Ahnen mar 
SEejus das bon Gott in Eiigfeit erforene, im Alten Teftament getvets- 
jagte und in den Opfern ISraels vorgebildete Opferlamm, ein Lamm 
ohne Fleden und Fehl, heilig, unfcguldig, unbefledt und bon den Siinz 
dern abgejondert; ja, ihnen war SEfus höher, denn der Himmel ijt, de 
eiwigen Gottes eiwiger Sohn. Und eben teil SEjus Gott und Menfey 
in einer Berfon ijt, fonnte er das Lamm Gottes fein, das der Welt 
Simde trägt. Die erjten Singer wußten und glaubten, daß Gott der 
ganzen Welt Sünde und deshalb gerade auch ihre Sündenfhuld und 
Strafe auf Chrijtum gelegt habe, und daß er, Gottes- und Marienfohn, 
fie abtragen und abbüßen werde. Die eriten Sünger hatten demnach 
den wahren, alleinfeligmadenden Glauben an Chriftum in ihrem . 
Herzen wohnend. 

b. Su ihrem Glauben find fie ung ein Vorbild. E3 ift nicht genug 
zur Geligfeit, daß einer YEfum für einen großen Lehrer und Propheten 
halt, für ein Crempel der Tugend und Gelbjtaufopferung, mie die 
modernen Theologen, die Unitarier, die Christian Scientists, die Fret- 
maurer und die modernen Juden tun. Der feligmachende Glaube ift 
de3 Herzens Zuverjiht auf SECjum als den Sündenträger. Wer die 
ftellbertretende Genugtuung leugnet, deffen Glaube ijt eitel, der ift noch 
in feinen Giinden, der ijt noch ein Heide und Gefebesfneht und unter 
de3 Gefebes Fluch und Strafe. — Wie fteht es mit dir? Haft du den 
Glauben der erjten Singer? Diefer Glaube allein gibt wahren, blei= 
benden Troft gegen die Sünde, die Not des Lebens und des Todes 
Grauen. 


2. Sn ihrer XZernbegierde. 

a. 3. 38. 39. „Was fuchet ihr?” Mit diefer Frage begrüßte 
der HErr freundlich die erjten Jünger. Und was fudhten fie? Nicht 
Geld und Gut, nicht ein gemachlides Leben, nicht mweltlihes Willen, 
nicht Ehre und Anfehen bei Menfchen, fondern ihr Herz fehnte fich nad 
Himmlifcher Weisheit. Sie wollten gerne bet FEju, ihrem Heiland und 
Meiiter, weilen und aus feinem Munde lernen, was ihrer Seele mohltat. 
Und fie blieben den ganzen Tag bei JEfu und verließen ihn erft um die 
zehnte Stunde, gegen drei oder vier Uhr nachmittags. Wie gerne wird 
dod) SEfus ihren Hunger nach göttlicher Weisheit geftillt haben! Wie 
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wurde doch durch diefe Unterredung mit YEfu ihr Glaube gejtärkt, und 
ihre Liebe zum Heilande wurde ein glühendes Feuer in ihrem Bufen. 

b. Auch in ihrer Zernbegierde find uns die erjten Zünger ein Vor- 
bild. Was fucht ihr bei JEju? ES gibt Leute, die aus unlauteren 
Gründen fic) einer Hriftliden Gemeinde anfchliegen. Sie wollen da- 
durch die Kundichaft der Gemeindeglieder für ihr Gejchäft gewinnen, 
juden Ehre bei Menfchen ufiv. Aber wir wollen mit heifer Lernbegierde 
zu SEfu fommen. Wir twollen fleißig und oft in BEju Herberge fom- 
nen, regelmäßig und mit Andacht fein Wort Iefen und hören und uns 
von ihm belehren laffen. Durch das andadtige Suden in Gottes Wort 
lernen wir unfern Heiland immer befjer fennen, werden immer froh- 
ficher in unferm Glauben, immer gegründeter in der Liebe, immer ge- 
duldiger im Leiden und immer getrojter zum Sterben. 

3. Sn ihrem Mijffionseifer. 

a. Der Glaube der erjten Binger zeigte jih in ihrem Miffions- 
eifer. Sie fonnten nicht anders als reden von dem, des ihr Herz voll 
war. Gie glaubten eS feit, und ihre Unterredung mit JCfu hatte es ~ 
ihnen zur Genüge beiviejen, dag in SEfu von Nazareth der erfchienen 
war, der „der alten Vater Schar hodjter Wunjh und Sehnen war“ 
und auf den alle frommen S8raeliten warteten. Noch an demfelben 
Abend juchten Andreas und Yohannes ihre Brüder auf. Andreas fand 
feinen Bruder zuerjt, und hocherfreut rief er ihm zu: „Wir haben den 
Meffias funden!” Mit Freuden und tiefer Herzensüberzeugung redete 
er zu Simon von Chrijto. Und welch feinen Erfolg durfte doh Andreas 
erleben! Gr brachte einen Kephas in die chrijtlide Kirche. 

b. Laßt uns den erften Süngern in ihrem Miffionseifer folgen! 
Wir glauben an Chriftum. Wir miljen, dat ohne ihn niemand felig 
werden fann. Mag einer ein noch jo „guter Menfch“ fein, ohne Chri- 
jtum ijt er verloren. © tie follten wir, die wir das miljen, eifrig be- 
miiht fein, unfere Freunde und Verwandten CHhrijto zuzuführen! Wir 
haben den Troft des Evangeliums gejchmedt, mir haben erfahren, tie 
freundlich der HErr ijt. Sollten wir nicht reden fonnen bon dem Freund 
der Seelen, den unfer Herz gefunden hat? Gollten wir, die wir uns 
freuen Gottes, unfers Heilandes, nicht gerne bereit fein, andern die 
Freude des Heils zu bringen? Wer weiß, vielleicht wird der, den wir 
Chrijto zuführen, ein Felfenmann im Meiche Chrifti werden und viel 
Segen ftiften. (Val. Bredigtitudie, Jahrg. 42, 1 ff.) W. EC. H. 


Dritter Sonntag nad) Epiphanins. 
805. 4, 1—15. 


Unfer Evangelium zeigt uns wieder unfern OErrn und Heiland in 
jeiner Herrlichkeit, und gwar in der Herrlichkeit feiner erbarmenden Liebe, 
in feiner wunderbaren Liebe zu den armen Giindern, die er retten toill. 
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Die Herrlichkeit de3 HErrn in feiner erbarmenden Sünderliehe. 


1. Er geht ihnen in erbarmender Liebe nad und 
fudt jie mit aller Geduld. 

a. ®. 1—6. Der HErr befand fich auf einer Reife von Yerufalem 
nad) Galiläa. Er wollte den Nachitellungen feiner Feinde entgehen. Auf 
diefem Weg mußte er durch Samarien reifen. In Samaria fam IEfus 
nad) der Heinen Stadt Sichar, und da er müde war, ließ er fich auf dem 
Rande des Yafobsbrunnens nieder, während feine Jünger in die Stadt 
gingen, um Gpeife zu faufen. Dort fam ein Weib zu ihm, um Wafer 
zu Ichöpfen. Wie einfach ijt das alles, wie rein zufällig jcheint eg ung! 
Und doch ijt das fein Zufall. C3 zeigt fich hierin die Siinderliebe de3 
Heren. Er mupte dur Samaria reifen, nicht weil e3 feinen andern 
Weg gab, fondern weil der HExrr wußte, dak e8 dort Seelen gab, die er 
retten twollte, die fein Vater ihm gegeben hatte, eben diefes Weib und 
andere. Diefen geht er nach und fucht fie. Gott hatte eg gefügt, daß 
das Weib zu der ungewöhnlichen Stunde, am Mittag, nad dem Brunnen 
fommen mußte, um dem HErrn zu begegnen. — Der HErr ift heute nod 
derjelbe. Auch Heute noch geht er den Sündern nach und fudjt fie. Ex 
ijt ja noch bei uns in feinem Evangelium. Mit diefer Predigt geht der 
Herr umber und juht arme Sünder, um fie für fich zu gewinnen. Gr 
fenft unfer Leben fo, daß wir mit dem Wort zufammenfommen. Unfer 
Leben bejteht aus vielen fcheinbaren Zufälligfeiten. Aber der HErr hat 
auch diefe fleinen Dinge in feiner Hand und lenkt fie. Wie manchmal 
fommt e3 bor, Dak irgendeine jcheinbar ganz zufällige Begegnung einem 
Menfhen Gottes Wort nahebringt, daß irgendeine Zufalligfeit die Gna= 
Denjtunde herbeiführt, da der HErr fein berlornes Kind findet und heim- 
führt. Das find die Liebesiwege Gottes, des Sünderheilandes. 

b. Und welche Geduld und Langmut betweift der HErr in diefem 
feinem LiebeSiverfl Der HErr felbft redet das Weib an, er macht den 
Anfang, V.7. Er wußte wohl, welch ein Weib fie war, nicht nur eine 
Samariterin, fondern auch ein Weib, das in groben Sünden gelebt hatte. 
Aber alles das hält ihn nicht ab, fie angureden. Er lagt fic) nicht dadurd) 
abjchreden, daß die Frau feine Rede fo gar nicht verfteht und fie immer 
twieder falfch deutet. Mit aller Geduld halt er an, bis er fie endlich ge- 
twonnen bat, und fie ihn als den Meffias erfennt. — Da zeigt fich die 
Giinderliebe deg HErrn. Und er ijt heute noch derfelbe Heiland. Gn 
aller Langmut und Geduld geht er den Sündern nad. Er wartet nicht, 
bis fie zu ihm fommen, er jelbjt macht in jeinem Wort den Anfang. Kein 
Menfd) witrde zu ihm fommen, wenn er mit feiner Gnade nicht den Anz 
fang machte. Und wenn der HErr durch die Predigt feines Wortes an 
einen Sünder herantritt, wie verhält fic) der Sünder dann? Er will 
nichts bon dem Heiland wiffen. Er eilt, jomeit es auf ihn und feine 
eigene Kraft, auf feinen Willen anfommt, den Heiland und feine herr- 
lichen Güter zurüd. Gr twiderftrebt dem Werk des Heilandes, auch 
tiffentlich und feindfelig. Wenn du an die Zeit guriiddenkft, da dein 
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Heiland in feinem Wort dir nagging und dich fuchte, fo mußt du jagen: 
Go habe auch ich mich gegen den Heiland und feine Gnade verhalten. Er 
fuchte mich, und ich wollte nicht fommen. Und doch wird der Heiland nicht 
miide. Gr läßt {td nicht abfdrecten. In unermüdlicher Geduld fommt 
er immer wieder und arbeitet mit feinem Wort und Evangelium an dem 
Sünder, bis er da3 verlorne Kind gefunden und gerettet hat. Wie groß 
und herrlich ift die Liebe des Heilandes gegen die armen Sünder, die er 
felig macht! 

2. Er bietet den Sündern feine berrliden Gaben 
an und reizt fie zum Glauben. 

a. ®. 13. 14. Der SErr erflärt der Sünderin, daß er nicht bon 
irdifdem Wafer rede, von folchem Wafler, das den Durft nicht für immer 
ftillen fann, fondern von dem geiftlichen Waffer des Lebens, welches der 
Seele wahre Befriedigung bringt, dem fprudelnden Duell des ewigen 
Rebens. Er preift ihr feine ewigen Güter an, um fie fo zu loden und zu 
reizen, feine Gaben hingunehmen. — Wir jehen daraus wieder die große 
Giinderliebe des HErrn. Er geht den Sündern mit unermüdlicher Ge-z 
duld nach und bietet ihnen in der Predigt des Evangeliums feine twah- 
ren ewigen Güter an. Alle Güter diefer Welt, die der Menfch von Natur 
fo hoch jtellt, nach denen er trachtet, fornnen das eigentliche Bedürfnis der 
Seele nicht jtillen. Wie das irdijche Wafler wohl den Durft eine Zeit 
lang Löfcht, fo fonnen die Güter diefer Welt, Reichtum, Ehre, Vergnii-z 
gungen, mohl eine furze Zeit das Verlangen de3 Herzen |cheinbar ftillen, 
aber bald jind fie vergangen, und wenn fie auch einmal länger anhalten, 
fie fönnen doch unfer Herz nicht wahrhaft befriedigen, fie fünnen den 
tiefiten Sammer unferer Seele, die Sünde, unfern Unfrieden mit Gott 
nicht wegnehmen, fie fonnen uns auch bor dem Tode nicht fehügen. Wie 
ganz anders find die Güter, die ung die Liebe des Herren in feinem Wort 
Darreicjt, uns geben und fchenfen mill! Das ijt Waffer des Lebens. Der 
treue Heiland der Sünder bietet feinen Feinden an Vergebung aller ihrer 
Sünden, Frieden mit Gott, ein gutes Getwiffen. Wenn diefe Güter da 
find, dann fann auch trdijche Trübjal uns nicht mehr fchaden, dann haben 
wir Troft in allem Web, geijtlichem und irdifhem. Wir wiifen ja, Gott 
ijt unfer Vater, der e3 nur gut mit uns meint, in deffen Gnadenhänden 
twir ficher geborgen find. Diefe Güter und Gaben unfers Heilandes find 
wirflih ein Brunnen lebendigen Wajfers, der das Verlangen unferer 
Geele ftillt. Und diefes Waffer quillt ins ewige Leben. Auch der Tod 
fann uns diefe Güter nicht rauben, fondern gerade im Tode tverden fie 
völlig unfer Eigentum. Welch eine Liebe des HErrn! Diefe eivigen 
Güter hat der HErr ung, feinen Feinden, erworben durch fein bitteres 
Leiden und Sterben. Diefe Güter reicht der HErr uns, den Sündern, 
dar in der Predigt feines Wortes. 

b. Ws der HErr dem Weibe diefe Worte fagte, antwortete fie ihm: 
8.15. Wohl veritand fie auch jebt noch nicht feine Worte vollitändig, 
aber e3 war ein Verlangen in ihr aufgeitiegen nad diefem herrlichen 
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Wafer. Und es ift dem HErrn durch feine weitere Belehrung auch ge= 
lungen, das Weib zum Glauben zu bringen an ihn, den Sünderheiland. 
Sie ijt feine Jüngerin geworden. — Go findet und befehrt der Heiland 
den Sünder. Er tritt zu ihm in der Predigt des Evangeliums. Gr zeigt 
ihm jeine große Liebe, alle die herrlichen Güter, die ex ihm erworben hat — 
und ihm nun frei und umfonft, aus Gnaden darreicht. Diefe Liebe zieht 
den Sünder, dieje Liebe erweicht fein hartes, trokiges Herz, diefe Liebe 
übertvindet das Widerftreben, das fich in ihm regt gegen Gottes Wort und 
Gnade. Er wendet jich in der Kraft Gottes feinem Heiland zu und bittet 
ihn: , Gib mir dasjelbige Waffer!” „Sei mir armen Sünder gnadig!” 
Und im Glauben nimmt er hin, was fein Heiland ihm fehenkt: Vergebung 
der Sünden, Leben und Seligfeit. Go macht der HErr aus einem Sünder 
ein Gottestind, das ihm dient in willigem Gehorfam. Wie herrlich ijt 
der Heiland in feiner Sünderliebel Wir haben diefe Liebe erfahren. 
Auch uns hat er gefucht und gefunden. Bei ihm wollen wir durch feine 
Gnade bleiben, bis er uns Heimbolt zu feiner Herrlichkeit im Simmel. 
(Vgl. die Predigtitudie Jahre. 35, ©. 1 ff.) GM. 


Sonntag Septuagefima. 
Ruf. 10, 33—42 

Dan. 5,25. So fcjrieb die geheimnisvolle Hand in Geheimfdrift 
an die Wand im Saale, in twelchem Belfazer {chivelgte und lajterte. 
„Zefel”, das ijt: „Man hat dich auf einer Wage geivogen und zu leicht 
funden”, B.27. Mle Menjchen ftehen taglid auf Gottes genauer 
Wage; er totegt fie ab. Auch Menfden twiegen Menjhen und ihr 
Tun ab. Ihre Wage ift die Vernunft. Ihre Gedanfen und Urteile 
find aber dem Ergebnis der Wage Gottes fajt ausschließlich entgegenge- 
feßt. Go fehen wir e3 3.8. bei Kain und Abel, beim Pharifaer und 
Böllner. Yn unferm Vert wird uns ein Schweiternpaar, zwei Sünges- 
rinnen de3 HErrn, vorgeführt. Laßt uns mit beiden auch diefe Probe 

machen und fie auf beiden Wagen wiegen: alfo 


Martha und Maria auf verjchiedener Wage. 


1. Beide auf der fal{[men Wage der Vernunft. 
2. Beide auf der ridGtigen Wage JEju Ehrifti. 


1. 

a. B.38.40a. Marthadientt. Martha jtellte JEfum, der 
nicht, tote felbjt Füchfe und Vogel, hatte, da er fein Haupt hinlegte, ihr 
Haus zur Verfügung. IEfus fehrte oft dort ein, 3.B. in den Tagen 
bor feinem Leiden. Stet3 machte fic) Martha viel zu fchaffen, ihm zu 
dienen. Sie fonnte fich gar nicht genug tun, e3 ihm recht wohl und 
heimisch zu machen. Gie hatte ihn ja als ihren Meifter und HErrn 
Lieb. Sie meinte e3 gut mit ihrer Bielgefhäftigfeit, ihrem Liebesdienit. 
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— 3.39. Mariadienft. Gie fak als Schülerin zu FCfu Füßen; 
ihre Augen an YEju Mund, fog fie feine Worte ein. Der HErr redete 
holdfelig. „&3 hat nie fein Menich alfo geredet wie diefer Menfd”, 
fpraden die Knete, die IEfum fangen follten. Maria hatte nur 
immer hören mögen; fie vergaß darüber Zeit, Arbeit, Effen und 
Trinken, die ganze Welt. Kein Wort durfte ihr entgehen, denn es 
waren „Worte des ewigen Xebens“. Dies Hören var ihr ein und alles. 
Sie hörte und beivegte und bewahrte diefe Worte in einem feinen, guten 
Herzen. 

b. 8.40b. Beide auf der Wage der Vernunft. Auf 
diefer Wage wiegt Martha in ihrer Liebestätigfeit und Vielgefchäftigfeit 
biel mehr alS Maria. Die Vernunft urteilt: Dienen, {chaffen, jorgen, 
arbeiten, ijt mehr ivert, als, wie Maria tat, die Hände in den Scho 
legen und hören. Das fet Tragheit und niike dem Nädjiten nichts. 
Marthas Chrijtentum fei das Tebendige, Marias dagegen das tote. 
Martha felbjt meint auch, das Predigen und Hören müfje aufhören, 
wenn das Nötigere, das Schaffen und Dienen, an der Beit fei. Sie 
macht dem HErrn und ihrer Schiwefter Vorwürfe; fie jieht fich als die 
Beffere an, tweil fie dient und fic) abmüht, während SEfus redet und 
Maria fi) Dadurch bom ,, Auch-Bugreifen” abhalten und fie allein dienen 
laffe. Dienen fet wichtiger als hören und lernen. Nach der Wage der 
Vernunft ijt das richtig. — Die Welt verdenft e3 ung Ehriften gar fehr, 
daß ipir das Hören des göttlihden Wortes fo hoch jtellen. Sie hält das 
Bredigtamt für nußlos, ja wohl für fchadlich, da es die Chrijten von 
nötiger, nüßlicher Arbeit abhalte. Martha jteht höher in ihrer Achtung 
als Maria. So denfen auch jebt mance Gemeindeglieder, daß Arbeit 
nötiger und wertvoller fei al3 das Anhören von Predigten und Haus= 
gottesdienjt. — Ähnlich urteilen aud die faljden Kirden. Die 
romifde Kirche halt die Werfe für viel höher und gemwichtiger als 
das Hören. Falten, Wallfahrten, Stiftungen für die Kirche, Mepopfer 
für Die Toten, das ijt ihr das eine, das not ijt, nicht des HEren Wort. 
Sie verdammt e3, daß die Yutherifche Kirche fo viel Gewicht auf das 
Hören des Wortes legt, und lajtern, dak wir das Tun guter Werke 
verwürfen. Martha fteht auch ihnen höher alS Maria. Auch die 
reformierten Geften legen dem Wort und der Lehre fehr wenig 
Gewicht bei. Viel nötiger als das Wort YEfu fet das Veffern des fozia- 
len Lebens, das Reinigen der Politif, das Ausrotten der Lafter mit dem 
Polizeifnüppel, das Amerifanifieren, Sivilifieren ufv. Sie werfen uns 
bor, daß wir in tote Orthodorie verfunfen feien, da wir als das Wefen 
des Chriftentums und Kennzeichen rechter Singer YEfu feßen: „Selig 
find, die das Wort Gottes hören und bewahren.“ Die Sekten ziehen 
Martha der Maria bei iveitem vor. Auch unfere Chriftenver- 
nunft urteilt fo und verleitet ung oft zu falfehem Urteil und falfdjen 
Wegen. Wir ftehen in Gefahr, daß wir iiber Vielgefchäftigfeit, Vereing- 
wejen und Wohltätigfeitsbeftrebungen, die ja fein find tie der Martha- 
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dienit, das Halten und Kämpfen ob der Lehre und das Hören mit Ohr 

und Herz fon etwas in den Hintergrund treten laffen. Und doch, die 

Wage der Vernunft ijt eine falfde Wage! is 
Sehen wir jest Maria und Martha auf IEfu, auf Gottes, Wage. 


2 


a.¥.41. Martha auf JEfu Wage. IEfus erkennt gar 
wohl und mit Dank und Freude an, was Martha ihm aus Liebe erieift. 
Aber er fieht eine große Gefahr für fie darin, daß fie über ihrem Liebes- 
dienjt den Dienst vergißt, den der HErr ihr erweifen twill und muß, 
wenn fie feltg werden foll. Sie ijt auf dem Wege, die rechte Hauptfache, 
das Wort, das eine Kraft Gottes ijt, felig zu madjen alle, die daran 
glauben, aus dem Auge zu verlieren. Sie jteht in Gefahr, ihr Ver- 
trauen auf die Xiebeswerfe zu feben und Chrijtum und fein Gnadenheil 
gu verlieren. Geli, Liebestätigfeit der Seinen rechnet der HErr fehr 
Hod an. Am Tage des Gerichts wird er die LiebeSiverfe, die ihm in 
feinen geringjten Brüdern eriviefen worden find, hoch rithmen als Bez 
weiß, daß die Chrijten Gefeqnete de3 Vaters find. Aber nirgends fagt 
die Schrift, daß die Liebe felig mache, fondern das Wort und der Glaube 
an das Wort. Ohne das Hören des Wortes fein Glaube, ohne Glauben 
feine rechte Liebe, ohne rechte Liebe aber feine gottgefälligen Werfe. 
Sobald ein Chrijt das Wort vernadläffigt, fommt Glaube und Liebe 
auf falfche Wege, und Liebestätigfeit artet fehr fhnell in gefeblice Wer- 
ferei aus. So febt GEjus mit großem Crnjt der Vielgefhäftigfeit der 
Martha fein „Eins aber ijt not“ entgegen, das heißt: Nicht, o Martha, 
‘Deine Vielgefehäftigfeit, jondern das Anhören meiner Rede und das Daz 
beibleiben ijt die eine große Hauptiace im Süngerleben; denn durch 
mein Wort allein, nicht Durch Werke, werden meine Sünger geboren und 
felig. — Weil die Momifden und die Sekten YEfu Rede geringhalten, 
ftehen fie nicht nur in Gefahr, fondern die Tatfache ijt {don da, daß fie 
SEfum als Heiland verwerfen, fein verfühnendes Leiden und Sterben 
auésftreidmen und SEfum nur nod als Vorbild im Werfdienit 
gelten laffen. Sie wollen nicht mehr durch BE{um, jondern durch fo- 
genannte Liebe und Werfe felig werden und werden doch trob „aller 
Sorge und Mühe“ verdammt. Go zeigt JEfu rechte Wage: Martha 
jteht in großer Gefahr, und: Die Werfdiener find verloren. 

b. 8.42. Maria auf KEfu Wage. Maria fteht da auf 
diefer Wage Tieblich und fin in YEju Augen. Gie hat „das eine”, 
das „Nötige“, das „gute Teil”. Sie nimmt das Lebenswort in fich auf 
wie das duritige Erdreich den befruchtenden Regen. Sie denkt mie 
Petrus: „HErr, wohin follen wir gehen? Du haft Worte des eigen 
Lebens .. . Sohn Gottes.” Dies Lebenswort wirft neues Leben, den 
Glauben, in ihr; ihr Glaube wirft Liebe und rechte gute Werke. Sie 
falbt ihren HExrrn aus rechter, toahrer Liebe. Davon fagt man, folange 
dag CSvangelium gepredigt wird. Siehe Maria in rechter dienender 
Liebe: Yoh. 11,2; 12,3. Dies „eine“, died „gute Teil”, jol Martha 
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und will SEjus ihre nicht nehmen, um fie aufs „Schaffen“ und „Yus 
greifen“ zu veriveijen. Das hieße ja der Glaubens- und damit der 
Ziebesflamme das HI entziehen und fie dadurch auslöfhen. Das Wort 
hören, das muß bleiben, mweil e3 die Quelle aller Seligfeit ijt, weil ohne 
Wort alle Liebes- und Werftätigfeit zum Kainzopfer wird. Maria hat, 
twas Martha nicht hat, aber auch was Martha hat. Cie hat das eine, 
das not ift, und twiegt deshalb auf REfu Wage jehiwerer als Martha. 
e Wir auf FEfu Wage. Haben wir, ein jeder, dies eine, 
das not tft? Sit SEfu Rede unfers Herzens Freude und Troft? Sit 
unfer Glaube brennend? Sit unfere Liebe brünftig? Sind wir reich 
an wahrhaft guten Werfen? Ach, wir müffen Hagen: Oleichgültigfeit 
gegen das Wort twill einreißen; der Glaube ijt auch fehr erlojden; die 
erite Liebe ijt nicht mehr in uns! Nur wenn wir wieder rechten Maria- 
finn befommen, wird e3 ander3 werden. Wollen wir uns nicht mit 
Maria zu FEfu Figen jeben und jeine Rede hören: im öffentlichen 
Gottesdienst, im täglichen Hausgottesdienft, in Sugend- und andern 
Vereinen, in der Kriftliden Schule? Wir wollen Schüler des Wortes 
bleiben unfer Leben lang; dann werden wir auf Gottes Wage auch am 
Tage des Gericht vollgewichtig erfunden werden; dann erden auch 
unfere Glaubens- und Liebesmwerfe als folche erfunden werden, die 
rechter Art gewefen find. Wohl uns, wenn von uns SEjus jagen fann 
vie bon Maria: Eins, mein Wort, ijt not, und ihr habt das gute Teil 
erwählt, und das foll nicht bon euch genommen werden! (Lied 249,3.4; 
lifer, Oc 178,9.) R. Piehler. 


Homiletic Studies of Selected Psalms. 


PREFATORY REMARKS. 


It is my purpose to offer a series of studies upon selected psalms 
similar to those which in former times have been published in the 
Homitetic MAGAZINE upon so many texts of the New Testament. 

The Psalms are the prayer-book of the Bible; the Psalms are 
the hymn-book of the Bible —no greater hymns of faith have ever 
been written than the Psalms. The Psalms are preeminently the devo- 
tional book of the Bible. The Psalms, moreover, contain the entire 
theology of the Bible. In the Psalms we have the best psychology 
ever written. In the Psalms the sinner speaks, in the Psalms the 
saint preaches, in the Psalms God Himself tells us His secrets. Every 
godly commentator who has written upon the Psalms confesses that 
he cannot find words to express his appreciation of what he has found 
here. Luther writes: “I would not exchange the blessing of the Holy 
Spirit which I have obtained by enjoying and considering the Psalms 
for all the thrones and kingdoms of this world.” St. Louis Ed., 
21 b, 2182. The godly preacher who preaches a series of sermons upon 
the Psalms will be touched by the inspiration of their holy fire, and 
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the congregation that is privileged to listen to such sermons will ex- 
perience the truth of the very precious promises which God has given 
us in the Psalms. 

Each of these studies will be divided into three parts: First, 
interpretation; secondly, comment; thirdly, outlines. The inter- 
pretation is to fix the exact meaning of the psalm, it will emphasize 
denotation. The comment is to disclose the richness of this meaning 
and will therefore stress connotation. Under outlines suggestive 
material will be arranged to aid the pastor in properly presenting 
these truths to his congregation. 


Psalm 1. 
INTERPRETATION. 


The original language of the First Psalm presents few, if any, 
linguistic difficulties. The évadiayy temporum which occurs in the 
first verse cannot be rated as such, for this construction is the usual 
one in Hebrew. Both the German and the English translation may 
be accepted as essentially correct. — The first word, WN, because it 
is the plural (stat. constr.), of which the literal translation therefore 
would be: “blessings of,” has led several commentators to remark that 
not one blessing only, but many blessings shall come upon the man 
who is here described. But W& is simply the Hebrew idiom for the 
English “blessed is,” and is also correctly translated by the German 
idiom, “wohl dem.” (Cf. Ps. 82,2; 33,12; 40,5; Prov. 8,34.) — The 
difference between the German “tritt” and the English “standeth,” 
in the first verse is insignificant; either is correct for yon. In the 
second verse Luther translates 737°, “redet”; the English version 
reads, “meditate.” Each of these translations supplements the other; 
for intense meditation is often accompanied by speech, cum quis 
secum loquitur et tacite quasi immurmurat.” 

nby in the third verse has collective meaning; German, “Laub” ; 
English, “foliage.” In the fifth verse Luther translates op? “blei- 
ben,” while the English renders it “stand,” which in this. connec- 
tion amounts to about the same thing. The meaning of the phrase 
Davia wp’ is to endure a test or to come forth victorious from 
a trial. “Impii non poterunt sustinere rigorem examinis divini.” 


CoMMENT. 

This psalm has neither a title, nor is it ascribed to any particular 
person. Some have thought that it is an introduction ‚to the Book 
of Psalms added by a later writer, and that our Second Psalm should 
properly be the first psalm. But this is a mere conjecture. Those 
who have become intimately acquainted with David’s manner and 
style have generally agreed upon the Davidie origin of this First. 
Psalm. 
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The whole psalm contrasts the godly and the ungodly, the blessed 
man and the cursed man, the fortunate and the unfortunate man. 
“Blessed is the man!” In these words our attention is called to true 
blessedness and happiness. We are not told here how a man becomes 
blessed, but the blessed man, who is even now blessed, is described. 
He is happy, he is fortunate. God has already bestowed blessings 
upon him. And, certainly, this man is continually becoming a more 
blessed man. He is one of those of whom it is true: “For whosoever 
hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance; but 
whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.” 
Matt. 13, 12. It is true, we speak of the imperfections of the godly 
man’s life here upon this earth, of his cross-bearing, sorrow, and self- 
denial, and we direct the hope of the righteous to heaven, for we 
Christians are still here upon this earth in the Church Militant. It is 
also true that we Christians here upon earth often have cause to 
weep and lament. John 16, 20; Heb. 12, 6—11; 1 Pet. 4, 12—16. 
But while admitting all this, we dare not forget to teach this also, 
that the godly are even now and here upon earth truly blessed people. 
The child of God, the Christian, is blessed even here and now. He - 
hath everlasting life, he is now in possession of the riches that God 
has bestowed upon him. “All things are yours.” 1 Cor.3,21. And 
now this blessed man is described: “He walketh not in the counsel 
of the ungodly.” All men take counsel and make plans. True, some 
plan little, perhaps simply from day to day, or but for the next few 
hours. But all men have some counsels and some plans; and in 
these thoughts, plans, and counsels the ungodly differ from the godly. 
The wicked plan without God, without reference to His Word. 
Ps. 10,4; Prov. 15,26. Their plans are controlled by the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. Superstition, world- 
liness, pride, ambition, laziness, hatred, jealousy, greed, lust, and all 
other sins enter into their plans. The blessed man (sive virilis, sive 
feminei sexus sit) does not plan thus. He does not walk from day to 
day in such counsels of the ungodly. Ps. 119, 9. 10. 105. Whoever 
plans revenge, whoever plans jealous actions, whoever plans ill will 
towards his neighbor, whoever plans without God, whoever plans ac- 
cording to the corrupt imagination of man’s heart, according to the 
lusts of the flesh and the pride of life, is cursed with error, with blind- 
ness, and blessings will flee from him. — “Nor standeth in the way of 
sinners.” Since he does not plan according to the principles of the 
ungodly, therefore the godly does not act upon those plans. He who 
does not fashion sin in his thoughts does not execute it. The blessed 
man does not step on the path of the sinful; he bewares of becoming 
one of them by his actions. The blessed man is continually upon 
his guard that he may not be found walking where the sinner walks 
and doing what the sinner does. He knows that the wages of sin is 
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death, that sin will always bring a curse. — “Nor sitteth in the seat 
of the scornful.” True, even godly men may at times be found in the 
company of ungodly men. In business, at a political gathering, it may 
be in the same family, — and yet they sit not in the seat of the scorn- 
ful, they sit not where scorners come together as scorners for the 
purpose of scorning God’s Word. If a godly man is found in the 
company of scorners and sitteth with them, it is because they are then 
gathered as a family, or as citizens, or as workers together in the same 
business or profession. God’s Word does not command us to separate 
ourselves from the world, as the monks or nuns separated themselves, 
who thought thus to live with godly people only. No, God has placed 
the Christian in this world to be a leaven, light, and salt. Luke 13, 21; 
Matt. 5,13.14. God has left us here that we should live in the midst 
of this perverse and wicked generation; yet we are not to sit in the 
seat of the scornful. Where people are gathered together to pursue 
their ways against God and His kingdom, and against the Church, 
and against His Word, there we are not to be found. 

In this negative description of the blessed man there is a climax. 
First, the ungodly are pictured as planning without God, then as 
executing their ungodly plans, and finally as scofing at reproof and 
defending their corrupt thoughts and life. This climax has been 
stated thus: Impw corde, peccatores opere, illusores ore. There is 
a horrible progressiveness about sin. Unless God’s grace interferes, 
man plans and thinks wrong, then he does that which is contrary to 
God’s will, then he defends it and must necessarily polemicize against 
all that is said to condemn his actions and his manner of life. Thus, 
like Saul and Judas, like Ahaz, like Esau, and like many others, the 
sinner goes from bad to worse. Cursed by his sins, he brings through 
his sins more and more curses upon himself. We see this also ex- 
pressed in the words of St. Paul to the Thessalonians: “And with all 
deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they 
received not the love of the truth that they might be saved. And for 
this cause God shall send them strong delusion that they should 
believe a lie.” 2 Thess. 2,10.11. God punishes sin with sin. 

Let us remember in this connection that this description does 
not only fit the transgressors of the second table of the Law, but must 
be understood to include, aye, to emphasize the ungodliness of those 
who disobey the first table of the Law. Luther stresses this point. 
The godly is not blessed by a union with the ungodly, therefore: 
“Mark them which cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doc- 
trine which ye have learned; and avoid them.” Rom. 16, 17. And: 
“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers; for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what com- 
munion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ 
with Belial? Or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 
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For ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will 
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be My people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be 
ye separate!” 2 Cor. 6, 14—17. 

Goodness, however, does not consist in observing prohibitions, 
After all, goodness is a positive quality. While the blessed man 
refrains from those things in which the ungodly spend their time, 
still, no man is more thoroughly occupied than just this godly man. 
The blessed man is a busy man, he is at it day and night. He is 
occupied with the Law of the Lord, he meditates upon it, he speaks 
of it, he practises its precepts, he teaches and defends and exempli- 
fies it. 1 Tim.4,15. The “Law of the Lord” is nothing else than the 
Word of the Lord; the most perfect wisdom, all that God has revealed 
to us, both Law and Gospel. If one contends that David meant the 
Pentateuch, then we, who have more than the Pentateuch, rejoice 
also in what is greater and better. And this is a part of his blessed- 
ness — he finds and takes delight in what he does. The very thing 
which the ungodly tell us cannot be found among true, earnest Chris- 
tians, that is the very thing which is found with them, and nowhere 
else — true blessedness, happiness, and delight. Therefore now our 
psalm describes the godly in a positive manner thus: “But his delight 
is in the Law of the Lord, and in His Law doth he meditate day and 
night.” The man who is truly blessed does not read the Bible because 
he is forced to read it. He delights to read the Bible. That is the 
rest after the labor of the day, to bathe his spirit in the comforting 
words of Holy Writ. That is his delight, to get direction in the per- 
plexities of life from God’s own Word, to find strength there against 
sin, to find light for his darkness. Therein consists the very blessed- 
ness and happiness and good fortune of this man: God has implanted 
in his heart a love for God’s Word, God’s thoughts, and God’s truths, 
so that he finds pleasure therein. He is glad to serve the Lord. 
Ps. 100, 2. Even in physical and earthly things we count that man 
blessed who takes pleasure in those things which profit, whereas we 
know that all who crave for the things which harm them are laboring 
under a fearful, withering curse. Herein is happiness, that a person 
delight in those things which benefit him. Is not that mother happy 
who enjoys the work for her family and in her home? Is not that 
man happy who enjoys the labor of his profession? Indeed, he is 
a blessed person who finds pleasure in those very things through 
which greater blessedness and more happiness continually come to 
him. He hath, and there is continually given to him. Verily, such 
a man as meditates in God’s Word day and night “is like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water,” he is continually drawing from spir- 
itual fountains faith and hope and charity, strength and courage, and 
all things needed for a Christian, godly life, so that he may be blessed 
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and may be a blessing to others. Just as a tree that is planted in rich 
soil.and is well watered at the roots will blossom, his leaf shall be 
green, and he shall bring forth his fruit in his season, just so, whom 
God by regeneration has planted (Matt. 15,13) by the streams of the 
water of life, such a godly man, who now delights in all that God 
would have him do and suffer and endure and accomplish, such a man 
cannot fail. All things must work together for his good. — “Whatso- 
ever he doeth shall prosper.” Even if his Calvary come, even if Christ 
is on the cross, even if Paul is receiving forty stripes less one, even 
when Peter is in prison, even when the Christian is persecuted and 
suffers, even then he does not fail, — “whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper.” What happened to the Head will happen to the body. 
2 Tim. 2,11.12. “Ought not Christ to have suffered these things and 
to enter into His glory?” Luke 24, 26. 

In the second half of this psalm the fate of the godly and the 
ungodly are contrasted. The ungodly do not as the godly, they “are 
not so.” -They have not these delights and these joys, they are with- 
out God, without Christ, and without hope in this world. 

Dark are the skies of the faithless, \ 
Bitter their hours of grief; 

Heavy the blow that is struck by woe 

To the children of unbelief. 

Having no God to turn to, 

Having no Savior to trust, 

They are tossed about by the winds of doubt, 

As helpless as grains of dust. 

Indeed, the ungodly serve a purpose, but, after all, they come to 
an evil end. Therefore they are compared to the chaff. It also serves 
its purpose, but it is thrown away and trodden under foot, it perishes. 
A judgment, a testing time will come, and then the counterfeiters 
will not stand in the judgment, they will not endure the test, their 
quality is spurious, they are without sap and strength and come to 
naught. They are thrown in all directions. After the threshing — 
actum est. They have served their purpose. Matt. 3, 12. 

There is but one great family of God on this earth, and this 
family will always be bound together and will endure throughout all 
eternity. Eph. 2, 19—22; 1 Pet. 2, 9. 10. It is the communion of 
saints, the congregation of the righteous. And in this family and 
congregation the sinner does not appear. After all, he belongs to the 
rubbish, he belongs to the offal, which is cast away. While the temple 
of God is a-building, this rubbish serves some purpose; but when God’s 
building is complete, the trash will be carted off. Then will the beau- 
tiful temple of God in all its parts stand forth, every part in its place, 
each for the sake of the whole and the whole necessary for each part. 
In every work that is completed there is always some waste which 
is thrown away. A rich banquet is served, and there is garbage. 
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A magnificent temple or castle or palace is built, and there is much 
rubbish, broken brick, splinters, ruined timbers, that will have no part 
in the completed building. The ungodly are the rubbish of the world. 
God hath His purpose with the godly, He labors with them, He works 
with them, a glorious end is accomplished with them, and they endure; 
“but the way of the ungodly shall perish.” There is a weird and ter- 
rible mystery connected with ungodly people. Somehow they serve 
a purpose in this world. God shows the genuineness of His anger, 
the fearfulness of His wrath in their example. Rom. 11, 20—22. We 
are to take warning from them. “They are in slippery places.” Ps. 73, 
18.19. They are accursed people. We are to flee from their associa- 
tion, we are to make sure that we do not belong to their company. 
The lot and the condition of the righteous, of the children of God, is 
painted in delightful colors; they are such happy, blessed people, no 
words can express what. God does for them and the goodness of God 
upon them. But, on the other hand, the way of the wicked is full 
of darkness, “they know not at what they stumble,” Prov. 4,19, they 
have voluntarily chosen the way of sin, they have rebelled against the 
gracious God, and they are now filled with their own devices. Prov. 1, 
24 —33. 

“The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous,” God knows what 
He is going to do with His own Christians, He has His plans with 
them. “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord; and He 
delighteth in his way.” Ps. 37,23. And the very gates of hell and 
the greatest powers that are brought against them shall not prevail 
against God’s plans. Rev. 3, 8.9; Num. 23,23; Is.54,17. And what 
of the ungodly? All that we can say of them is what has already been 
said: they have chosen the way of sin, and their way shall perish, “he 
that believeth not shall be damned.” Mark 16,16; Eecl. 12,14; Is. 14, 
9—19; Matt. 3, 12. 

Hominetic TREATMENT. 


One may well treat the entire psalm in one sermon. Luther 
calls attention to the fact that all men seek happiness. This psalm 
offers it. We may therefore select the theme: True Happiness. 
1. Its source, v. 3; 2. its nature and manifestation, vv. 1—3; 3. its 
duration, vv. 4—6.— Or we choose such a theme as this: The Dif- 
ference between the Godly and the Ungodly. 1. Their natures are 
different, vv. 1 and 2; 2. their works are different, v.3a; 3. their ends 
are different, vv. 3b—6. 

In introducing this theme, one might say that this psalm might 
justly be called catholic, or universal, for its contents concern all men 
without exception. It treats of the godly and the ungodly, and all 
men, none excluded, belong to one of these two classes. After all, 
every one is either on the narrow way that leadeth to life, or he is 
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on the broad way that leadeth to destruction. And every one ought 
to be absolutely sure to which of these companies he belongs. There 
can be no greater misfortune than to be on the way that leadeth to 
destruction, and there can be no greater good fortune than to be on 
the way that leadeth unto life. How important, therefore, that we 
learn to know wherein consists the difference between the godly and 
the ungodly. That is exactly what God wishes to teach us in this 
psalm; aye, by it He wishes to help us to be and remain both godly 
and blessed. — 

Or one might change the theme to read: The Blessed Man. 
1. His nature, 2. his occupation, 3. his success. Or: The Fool. 1. His 
folly, 2. his fate. 

But one may also preach upon the different sections of this psalm. 
According to the first verse, we may answer the question: What Is 

‚Wrong with the World? 1. Their principles (counsels), 2. their ac- 
tions (ways), 3. their words (scoffings). 

Preaching upon the second verse, we might have the theme: The 
Delight of the Wise. 1. The nature of his delight (in the Word of 
God); 2.its consequence (he meditates in it day and night). 

Preaching upon the third verse we might speak of: A Successful 
Man. 1. The source of his success, 2. the nature of his success. Or: 
The Fruitful Tree. 1. By whom planted; 2. how nourished; 3. its 
fruit. 

Or we might consider, according to v.4: The Failure. 1. The 
reason for these failures (chaff, no proper nourishment from below, 
no fruit); 2. the sadness of it. 

V.5. There is at present here in this world such a mingling and 
mixture of the godly and the ungodly that one may like Elijah sup- 
pose the godly to have about ceased. 1 Kings 19,14. The wheat-field is 
full of tares. Christians groan as Lot in Sodom. Conditions are as 
described by Matt. 24, 40.41, but a time of separation, a time of testing, 
a judgment day is coming. That day will see 1. the utter overthrow 
of the ungodly, 2. the purified congregation of the righteous. Or one 
may take the theme: The Congregation of the Righteous. 1. Now in 
the midst of the ungodly, for the purpose of being a. the salt, b. a light, 
e. a leaven, that the elect may be saved. 2. Finally, a purified congre- 
gation. a. This is sad beyond expression for the ungodly. There will 
be loss of all blessings, separation from the company of God’s angels 
and saints, failure and disgrace, self-reproach and hopeless regrets. 
b. Blessed for the just: fulfilment of hope, seeing instead of believing, 
the justification of their confidence and hopes, separation from the 
company. of the wicked. 

V.6. The Broad Way and the Narrow Way. 1. The broad way: 
a. self-chosen, v. 1; b. rebellious, v. 1; c. unfruitful, v. 4 (“not so”); 
d. wretched, vv. 4-6. Luke 19, 41—44; Acts 28, 25—28. 2. The nar- 
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row way. Known of God are: a.its source, b. every foot of its path, 
e. its troubles, d. its triumphant end. 2 Tim. 2,19; Ps.139,1sqq. Or: 
However securely men may be living at present, Matt. 24, 28, the day 
of accounting is approaching, Luke 16,2. God’s Judgment. 1. Who 
shall perish therein. 2. Who shall stand therein. S. 
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der Not in unfern Kaflen abgeholfen wird, fondern auch die Chriften lehren, 
wann ihr Geben für Firchliche Zivede wirklich ein gutes Werk in Gottes Augen ift. 


Dreizehnter Synodalberidt des Brafilianifchen Dijtrifts der Ev.-Luth. Synode 
pon Miffouri, Ohio und andern Staaten. Verfammelt zu Sao Leopoldo, 
Rio Grande do Sul vom 26. April bis zum 2. Mai 1922. Preis: 35 Cts. 
Zu beziehen bom Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 


Ein wichtiger Synodalbericht unferer Brüder in Brafilien. Er enthält ein 
Referat über das fünigliche Amt Chrifti, gibt einen genauen, ins einzelne gehen= 
den Uberblic über die große Arbeit, die unjere Synode in Argentinien und Bra- 
filien auszurichten hat, die ihr bom Herrn felbft anvertraut ift, und den „Bes 
richt über den Fall Herrn Prof. Kunftmanns”. Wenn diefer Bericht in unfern 
Gemeinden gelejfen würde, jo würde Das Jntereffe der Chriften an diefer Miffion 
getvißlich wachjen, und mande würden beivogen werden, mehr zu diefem Werk 
beizufteuern. 


Gottestroft. Der Prediger Salomo, furz ausgelegt von D. ©. M. Gorn, Ver: 
lag von Yoh. Herrmann, Zwidau, Sachen. 128 Seiten. Preis, gebunden: 
50 6t3. Zu beziehen vom Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 


Der Prediger Salomo ift ein Buch, das gewöhnlich von den Chriften wenig 
gelefen und auch, wenn es gelefen wird, oft wenig verftanden wird. Und dod 
ift auch dies Buch des Alten Teftaments Gottes Wort, vom Heiligen Geift ein= 
gegeben, und daher auch für uns in diefer Zeit voll von Lehre, Grmahnung und 
Troft. Den reichen Troft, den der Heilige Geift den Kindern Gottes in böfer 
Zeit hier fpendet, hat D. Zorn in feiner Haren, jchlichten und dod) gründlichen 
Auslegung befonders hervorgehoben. Wir leben in böfer Beit und gebrauchen 
den Troft, den ung Gott in diefem Buch der Schrift darreicht. GM. 
The Theory of Ethics. By Arthur K. Rogers. Macmillan Co., New York. 

Many years ago I read Dr. Walther’s review of the Christliche Ethik 
of Dr. Harless. I distinetly remember that Dr. Walther complained that the 
style of the book was such that even an educated man had diffieulty in under- 
standing the meaning of the author. Dr. Walther is right; the Ethik of 
Dr. G. E. A. Harless is before me, and it is no easy task to grasp the sense 
of some of those involved German sentences, together with the Greek quo- 
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tations from Democritos, Antisthenes, Aristotle, ete. But Harless’s mono- 
graph is easy compared with this Theory of Ethics by A. K. Rogers. Here 
we find sentences like the following: “The general conclusion of the pre- 
ceding chapter has been that because the more positive and individualistic 
claims of the good are dependent on desire, which varies widely and inno- 
cently in various men, it is in the peculiarly moralistic field, constituted 
by those restraining elements of human nature which issue in the judg- 
ment of the moral ought, that most of the constitutive principles of ethics 
capable of general application have to be looked for.” It is, of course, only 
fair to admit that Harless wishes to teach Christian ethics, whereas Rogers 
is giving us a discussion of the theory of ethics. But even so, Rogers does 
not succeed in making matters clear to us. He is best when he simply 
reports what others have said; for instance, when he tells us of Spencer’s 
three great agencies for developing in man a feeling of social subservience, 
namely, priest, policeman, and public opinion. Altogether, even when under- 
stood, his discussions are unsatisfactory. The discussion of ethics apart 
from revelation cannot be very convincing. Its moralizings are irritating 
and tedious. Harless knew better than to attempt to teach ethics upon 
a purely rational basis; he took advantage of God’s revelation, and that 
instilled life and cohesion into his treatise. But this attempt of Rogers 
to supply a purely rational basis for ethical action is utterly wearisome. 
8. 


Materialien für Mifjionspredigten, Miffionsvorträge, 
Miffionsitunden u. dgl. 


E83 ijt in unfern Kreifen oft als ein Mangel empfunden und beflagt wor- 
den, daß die auf unfern von Gott fo reichgefegneten Miffionzfeften gehaltenen 
Predigten fo vielfach zu allgemeiner Art find. Man redet, oft gut und ein- 
dringlich, von der hohen Aufgabe, die wir Chriften haben, zeigt, worin Ddiefe 
Aufgabe bejteht, wie wir Chriften fie ausrichten können und follen, ermuntert 
die Hörer mit beweglichen Worten, treu und fleißig in diefem Werk zu fein ufi., 
aber von den Miffionen felbjt, die unter uns getrieben werden, hören unfere 
Chrijten oft bei diefen Gelegenheiten wenig. Unjere Miffionspredigten würden 
gewihlich lebendiger und anfchaulicher werden, wenn tvir die darin enthaltenen 
Wahrheiten mit Vorfommniffen aus unfern Miffionen illuftrieren würden. Aucd) 
wäre e3 ohne Zweifel fehr wünfchenswert, wenn auf diefen Fejten neben diefen 
Predigten auc) befondere Vorträge bald über diefe, bald über jene Mtijfion ge- 
halten würden. Unfere Chriften würden dann mehr mit den Bediirfniffen, 
den Nöten und Erfolgen und Siegen unjerer Miffionare und ihrer Arbeit be= 
fannt werden. Auch das wäre winfchenswert, wenn wir in unfern Gemeinden 
befondere Miffionsftunden einrichten fünnten, in denen wir unfern Zuhörern 
bon den verfchiedenen Werfen der Mtijfion in unferer Synode berichten und er- 
zählen würden. Aber zu diefem allem gehört, daß man reiches Material aus 
der Miffion zur Hand habe. Da fehlt es bei manchem Paftor, oder er muß es fi 
mithfam aus allerlei Zeitjchriften uf. gujammenfucen. Die Redaktion unfers 
„Magazin“ hat fic) nun entjchloffen, in diefer Zeitfchrift den Verfuch zu machen, 
diefem Mangel abzuhelfen und unjerm Minifterium allerlei Miffionsmaterial 
darzubieten. ES ift uns gelungen, für diefe neue Abteilung einen fehr tüchtigen 
und paffenden Mitarbeiter zu gewinnen in der Perfon des erften Vizepräfes 
unferer Synode und Leiters unferer Heidenmiffion in Indien und China, Herrn 
P. Friedrich Brands von St. Louis. Diefe Abteilung wird, fo Gott twill, alle 
drei Monate, etwa einen Bogen ftarf, erfdeinen. Gott gebe, daß durch diefes 
Unternehmen das Intereffe unferer Paftoren und Chriften an dem jo widtigen 
Werk der Miffion geftärkt und gemehrt werde, damit Gottes Wort laufe und 
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wachje und immer mehr nicht nur unter ung, fondern auch unter allen Völkern 
und Leuten mit aller Freudigfeit gepredigt werde! Gott gebe auch, daß gerade 
Durch diefe neue Abteilung recht viele neue Lefer gewonnen werden, damit durch 
Die bedeutenden Mehrausgaben, die fie mit fic) bringt, unfere Unterftiigungstaffe, 
der ja der Reingetwinn diefer Zeitfchrift zugute fommt, feinen Schaden erleide! 
GM. 


Our Missions in China. 
1. 


China is about as far distant from San Francisco as San Fran- 
cisco is from New York City. It has an area of some 4,275,000 square 
miles. For the sake of comparison, let us remember that our own 
United States, with all our dependencies included, has an area of 
3,740,569 square miles. The population of China by careful compu- 
tation of the Chinese Post-office Department was fixed in 1920 at 
440,000,000 souls. Thus the population of that sul exceeds that 
of the United States nearly four times. 

Since 1912 China is a republic, with the seat of government at 
Peking. True, not all provinces gave allegiance to the central govern- 
ment, but conditions are gradually improving. 

There is no universal language in China. But the Mandarin 
in its various shades is understood by possibly three hundred million 
of the people. Then, there are many dialects which appear to be re- 
lated to the parent Chinese tongue. 

The classical written language of China has no alphabet, but is 
expressed by characters or idiograms, of which there are said to be 
about forty thousand. 

Generally speaking, the country is exceedingly mountainous, with 
only a few plains. There are no prairies. 

The two largest rivers are the Hwang Ho, or Yellow River, and 
the Yangtse Kiang, either of which far surpasses our own Mississippi 
in dignity. 

“The country is rich in the products necessary for the support 
and the comfort of the people and for the adornment of their eivili- 
zation. There is every variety of climate, but the average tempera- 
ture is lower than in any other country in the same latitude.” 

The Republic has many very large cities, some of which have 
a population by far exceeding a million. 

There are only a few railroads; the telegraph, however, and postal 
service penetrate the remotest sections of the country. 

For lack of adequate transportation facilities the great mineral 
wealth of China is still undeveloped. 

One can entertain no greater illusion than to imagine that China 
is uneultured. It has a eivilization far antedating that of Europe 
and America. Almost all the erafts known to us were practised long 
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before we had them. In addition our western culture is rapidly being 
introduced. Shanghai has street-cars, telephones, telegraph, electric 
light, water service, postal delivery, automobiles, wide and paved 
streets, department stores, modern places of entertainment, parks, 
business and residential sections, elementary and secondary schools, 
hotels, in short, is as modern and progressive in many respects as 
St. Louis or Chicago. 

The religious systems of China may be summed up under the 
heads of Animism, Taoism, Confucianism, and Buddhism. Ancestor 
worship is practised almost universally. The land is covered with 
heathen temples, some in rapid process of decay, some only recently 
rebuilt and embellished. Nearly every Chinese house has its ancestor 
tablet and its house idols, before which daily worship is conducted by 
the eldest son. Besides, the graves of the departed forebears are con- 
sidered sacred, and sacrifices are offered to the dead ‘at stated times. 
Confucius is worshiped officially in the government schools. His 
birthday is a great national festival. The heathen religions may well 
be said to be reactionary with regard to Christian missions and re- 
cently are showing new life and vigor. However, the principle of 
religious toleration is incorporated into the laws of the Republic 
since 1916. 

2. 

The foreign mission of the Missouri Synod in China was not 
inaugurated by our organization. However, the founders of it were 
members of the Synodical Conference, belonging chiefly to the Synod 
of Wisconsin and the Synod of Missouri. 

Already in 1898 the Delegate Synod passed a resolution to begin 
foreign mission work in Japan. The plan, however, was dropped, 
among other reasons, because of the war between China and Japan 
in 1894. Instead, the mission in British India was taken in hand. 

During the following years the thought of opening a mission in 
Japan or China lay dormant. Not until 1912 was the subject 
broached again. In this year the Rev. E. L. Arndt, a former professor 
of our college at St. Paul, Minn., suggested the formation of a mis- 
sionary society for China and offered his services as missionary. He 
found many enthusiastic admirers of the plan and, accordingly, “The 
Ey. Luth. Missionary Society for China” was organized with the 
Rey. C. J. Albrecht of New Ulm, Minn., as the first chairman. In the 
same year a call to enter the service of the society as missionary to 
China was duly extended to Rev. Arndt, which he accepted. He 
landed at Shanghai on the 25th of February, 1918, accompanied by 
his wife and four children, and immediately proceeded to Hankow, 
where he later opened up our first station. In 1915 the Rev. Erh. 
Riedel was sent out by the society as their second missionary to the 
Chinese. . 
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Two years later, in 1917, an overture was addressed by the mis- 
sionary society to the Synod of Missouri, at that time assembled at 
Milwaukee, Wis., as Delegate Synod, in which the said Synod was 
requested to take over the mission. After prayerful consideration 
of all factors entering into the proposition, this was done, and since 
then the China Mission has been fostered by this organization. 


We have three stations in China: Hankow, Ichang, and Shih- 
nanfu. 


3. 


Hankow is one of the foremost cities in China. It is about six 
hundred miles inland from Shanghai on the Yangtse River. With its 
two sister cities, Wuchang, the capital of Hupeh Province, and Han- 
yang, the iron-and-steel center of the country, Hankow has an esti- 
mated population bordering on a million and a quarter people. The 
eity has British, Russian, French, and Japanese concessions, each 
having its own post-office and near-local self-government. The im- 
posing business blocks bear witness to the commercial importance of 
the place. It has direct connection with Peking by rail. Ocean-going 
steamers discharge their cargo at the Hankow wharfs. Various 
steamer lines ply almost daily between this port and Ichang and 
Shanghai. Almost all the business of the Yangtse Valley, which has 
an estimated population of some two hundred millions, in some 
manner pays tribute to Hankow. 

In addition, Hankow is a missionary center of note, nearly 
a dozen and a half missionary societies being represented here. But 
ours is the only Lutheran mission. 

As yet we own no property in the city, in spite of the fact that 
our work has been carried on for nearly ten years. All our buildings 
have been rented. It goes without saying that many of them are only 
indifferently fitted up and far from adequate. However, we trust that 
the Lord will supply us the necessary funds to erect at least a few 
of the necessary buildings during the forthcoming year. Recently 
so much interest has been evinced by members of our Synod in the 
future of our China Mission that we feel confident the brethren will 
not fail us when the call for funds for the building fund goes out. 

The Annual Report on our work at Hankow, written by Mis- 
sionary L. Meyer, now follows: — 


Hankow Station Report. 
July, 1921, to June, 1922. 


EvAaNGELISTIC WORK. 


During the past year the evangelistic work at our nine (9) chapels 
in and near Hankow was under the supervision of the three men 
stationed in Hankow, Revs. Riedel, Bentrup, and Meyer. With the 
help of the evangelists a schedule of an average of five services a week 
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at each chapel was maintained. Besides these regular services of 
worship and public preaching, two evenings a week at each chapel 
were given to Bible classes and instruction in the Catechism. The 
average attendance at each service was about thirty. On the whole 
our services were well attended by our Christians, especially the Bible 
classes. 

The growth of congregational life among our Christians is very 
slow. Although we have baptized many in the last year, our church 
in its present stage of development has not yet attained that essential 
quality which the writer of Acts describes with the following words, 
“and these all continued with one accord.” We have not yet learned 
to be a congregation. Although we have laid much stress on this 
during the last months, we have hardly made a beginning towards the 
desired end. It will take much patient and tactful instruction on the 
part of the missionaries before we have what may be called a congre- 
gation with members who have the intelligence required to vote with 
understanding on matters of congregational import. At some places 
bimonthly, at others monthly meetings were held, at which we try 
gradually to awaken in the members a feeling of responsibility in 
matters concerning church government. 

The inner spiritual life and growth of our members leaves much 
to be desired. Due to the many duties of the missionaries, we have 
not had the time to do the necessary amount of pastoral work among 
our parishioners. Our new Christians need this personal contact and 
conversation with the missionary very much. And to supply this 
great need of more pastoral work for our Christians, the Hankow 
Conference hopes to ask for one man to make this his special work. — 
During the year we have been privileged to witness some beautiful 
examples of heroic faith, but, on the other hand, we have also seen 
how the Prince of Darkness has sway even among those who profess 
Christ. With heathenism all around them, every moment confronting 
them in some form or other, it is very difficult for the new Christian 
always to evade the temptation of avoiding ridicule by just merely 
mechanically going through a heathenish rite or by denying Christ 
as Peter did in the hour of temptation. And although we have many 
repentant Peters, we also have some who like Demas love the world 
or are not willing to take up the cross and follow the Lord. 

The work of our ten active evangelists during the last year has 
been above passing. The training they received in our School for 
Evangelists seems to have had a very beneficial effect upon their 
preaching and teaching. They are taking’ a deeper interest in their 
work than heretofore. Their sermons and catechizations have decid- 
edly improved in comparison with those formerly delivered. Most of 
their sermons and homilies are usually first read and corrected by the 
missionaries in the seminary. A few of them are allowed to preach 
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without first reading their material to the missionary, while others, 
who are still first-year students, are never allowed to preach anything 
but what they have delivered for correction to their teacher. Some 
of these first-year men have delivered some really fine sermons. — 
What most of our evangelists lack is the quality of doing pastoral 
work among the members of their respective ichapels. They cannot 
get away from an overamount of “polite talk” as the Chinese call it 
and instead learn to give a Christian the true bread of life. Never- 
theless, also in this branch of the work we have seen some splendid 
work done by one or other of the evangelists. — All of the evangelists 
are obliged to attend all the classes at the School for Evangelists. : 
And because of the extra amount of preparation required for the 
school, we have found it necessary to have only four evenings a week 
for open chapel preaching instead of six. 

The work among the women in Hankow has been under the super- 
vision of Mrs. L. Meyer. ' While it was difficult to get this work 
started, Mrs. Meyer has made great strides in organizing classes at 
the various chapels and has succeeded in winning the confidence of 
a large number of women. Five afternoons a week are devoted to 
this work. An average attendance of fifteen women at each meeting 
has been attained. Sixteen women out of these classes were baptized 
during the past year. In these meetings forty-five minutes are given 
to Bible-study and thirty minutes to the Catechism. — There has also 
been undertaken a sort of needle-class work. ' But it is too early to 
report definitely on this as it is only in its beginnings, and it is diffi- 
cult to say just how it will turn out. 

It would be hard to say to just what class the people we work 
among belong. There are some from almost every station of life, rich 
and poor, young and old, farmers and city men, educated and unedu- 
cated. But the majority are of the poorer class, who have only enough 
to keep body and soul together from day to day. 

On the question of self-support there is only a negative report 
to be made. We have not even made a good beginning. In com- 
parison with our expenses our collections amount to nearly nothing. 
Some of our Christians give, and one or two really give according to 
their means, but the majority do not give even the little they could 
offer. Our aim, of course, is to make the Chinese church self- 
supporting in the future, and to attain this end we must begin with 
the charter members of the church and instil into them the respon- 
sibility of giving according to their means and out of love to their 
Savior. But often after a long meeting on this question, when one 
expects tangible results and gets only evasive answers, one sometimes 
almost despairs of ever making the church a self-supporting church 
or even making a real beginning towards that end. The best we have 
been able to do is sometimes to have them take up collections for 
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charity among our own Christians. Of course, that is something at- 
tained, even though it is only a little. 

Regular Communion services were held at the various chapels, at 
which 537 partook during the year. At some of the chapels there is 
a special confessional service on the Friday preceding the Sunday of 
Communion; at others the confessional address precedes the regular 
sermon, and in some chapels we have only one sermon, which includes 
the confessional address. 


During the last year there were eleven funerals (8 adults, 3 chil-. 


dren). Seventy-four were baptized. Our total number of baptized 
souls is 379. There are fifty-one under instruction for baptism. 

From statistics we find that 10 per cent. of our members remove 

to other parts of China after one year’s residence in Hankow. We 
have not as yet devised a satisfactory means of keeping in touch with 
these people. With the exception of an occasional letter to and from 
these people we have no literature of our own on hand (excepting our 
paper) with which to supply them with the bread of life. 
. Charity work from mission-funds was confined to urgent cases 
that came under the direct notice of the missionary either among our 
own Christians or among people who came to us for aid. Wherever 
possible the case would first be investigated, and then, if it was found 
to be a real case of need, help was extended. 

Many of our new Christians are members of ‘a family of which 
another member has formerly joined the church. In quite a number 
of cases we have been overjoyed at seeing a man with his whole 
household added to the number of believers. 

In general, our evangelistic work has been blessed ' beyond 
measure. Even though we have experienced many hours of trial in 
the work, God has also privileged us to see the fruits of our labors. 
To Him alone be glory and honor! 


EpucationaL Work. 
(First to seventh grades included.) 


Primary and Higher Primary Schools. If ever the policy of our 
Missouri Synod to have parochial schools wherever possible is vindi- 
cated, it is here on the mission-field in China. Because over ninety 
per cent. of the children in our schools are of heathen parentage, we 
do not call them parochial schools, but Christian day-schools. The 
policy, object, and curriculum of these Christian day-schools is the 
same as that of our parochial schools in the United States, namely, 
to give the children an education in secular branches equal to that 
which they would receive in the public or government schools and, 
most important of all, to give them instruction in the knowledge that 
will make them wise unto salvation. 


nz 
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During the past year we have had an average enrolment of 1,070 
in our eleven schools and in and near Hankow, with an average daily 
attendance of 811 for a six-day-week schedule. 

Teaching Staff. For these eleven schools with their 1,070 pupils 
we have a teaching staff of thirty-three teachers and one subteacher. 
Of these thirty-three teachers twenty-eight are Christians, and five 
are heathen. Twenty-two of the twenty-eight are members of our 
church here in Hankow. The other six belong to different ehurch- 
bodies. We realize, of course, that this is a very lamentable situa- 
tion in our teaching-staff, but circumstances have made it necessary 
for us to employ some outside help in our schools to teach in some 
of the secular branches. Our teaching staff is by no means what we 
would like it to be. Nevertheless, during the last school-year we have 
covered more than the government school curriculum calls for. We 
hope that the Board will soon allocate one man to take charge of the 
educational work in our primary schools and that this man will then 
specialize in this work. 

Our schedule for the teachers included regular classes in peda- 
gogy. But because of the limited number of missionaries in Hankow 
and the multitude of duties which devolved upon them, this part of 
our program was sadly neglected. A number of meetings were held, 
at which questions concerning the schools were discussed, but nothing 
like a regular schedule was maintained. We hope to have a regular 
class for the teachers next year at which pedagogy and religion will 
be the two most important subjects. 

Because many of our teachers are men and women who have not 
been members of our church longer than six months to two years, 
they have not been permitted to teach religion. The religious instruc- 
tion in all the schools is given either by the missionary or by the 
evangelist in charge of the place at which the school is located. The 
evangelists who gave religious instruction were required first to pass 
an examination in the subjects they were to teach. For instance, 
during the last year the schedule required New Testament Bible 
History, the Ten Commandments, and the Fourth and Sixth Chief 
Parts of the Catechism. Before the evangelists were permitted to 
teach these, they had to attend classes at which these subjects were 
taught; then, after passing the required examinations, they were per- 
mitted to teach these subjects in the schools. This is the method we 
hope to follow with the teachers next year. 

Due to the high cost of living we have found it necessary to raise 
the salaries of most of the teachers. A man who is teaching in the 
lower grades receives from $10 to $15 per month, for the upper 
grades $15 to $20, and for the middle school $20 to $25. Besides this, 
we furnish them with dwelling-places. With these salaries they can 
just barely cover their monthly expenses and supply themselves with 
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the necessary clothes. Whenever something out of the ordinary hap- 
pens, we must help with a special allowance. 

We did not use the Chinese classics as text-books in our primary 
schools. After long and patient teaching we have been able to con- 
vince the parents that these are not necessary. Through hundreds of 
years these Chinese classics have been the only text-books used in 
schools, and it is not to be wondered at that it was difficult to wean 
the parents from this idea. In the higher primary we use expurgated 
sections of the classics for some of the subjects. Chinese education 
and civilization is much wrapped up in the classics, and it is essential 
that the children have a knowledge of them. The utmost care is taken 
that none of the teachings contained in these classics are taught as 
ethics or religious teachings. 

Monthly written examinations are required of all higher primary 
pupils. These examinations are prepared by the head teacher, 
O. K.’d by the missionary, and then given to the pupils by a teacher 
other than their regular teacher, under whose supervision they write 
them. In this way we have tried to attain a systematic curriculum 
and also create a healthy rivalry among the schools and teachers for 
the highest honors. 

Formerly our school-year was divided into three terms according 
to the Chinese calendar. During the last two years, however, all the 
government schools have changed their schedule to conform to what 
we know as the two-semester year. In this we have followed them. 
Our school-year now runs from September 5 to February 20 and from 
March 1 to June 30. During the summer months we have what is 
called a summer-school. This term opens July 1 and closes August 14. 
The school program during this term is arranged so as to give those 
who have not passed their classes an opportunity to review and the 
others a chance to advance. The main reason for opening this so- 
called summer-school is the following: The Chinese parents want to 
see their children in school as much as possible. If we closed our 
schools all summer, they would send their children to other schools, 
and we would thus lose a number of pupils. On very hot days we 
close school at 9 a. m. Sessions run from 7 to 10 A. m. and from 
1to3p.m. At present we have an enrolment of 698 pupils in these 
summer-schools. 

School-fees are $1 per semester. No fee is asked for the summer 
term. Many of our pupils being very poor, we have been able to col- 
leet only 73 per cent. of the school-fees. 

During the last year our girl schools have made big strides 
forward. All of our girl classes are in separate rooms and some even 
in separate buildings. The curriculum is practically the same as that 
of the boys’ schools. The order, cleanliness, and discipline in these 
schools is excellent. One queer experience we have made is that the 
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girls do not learn their Catechism and Bible History nearly as well 
as the boys. This holds good throughout all the schools. — We hope 
that, when we have special women workers among them, this will 
adjust itself. 

Now that we have our schools organized a little better than they 
were in their beginning stages, we find that the pupils remain with 
us as long as their parents find it possible to keep them in school. 
In fact, many of the pupils practically do everything but eat and sleep 
at our schools. They make the school their home and have learned to 
love it. Many of these children who have been with us for a longer 
period of time are fully ready to receive baptism. It is often a diffi- 
cult question for the missionary to decide what to do in various cases. 
As a rule we follow this method: if a child of whom we know that 
he has the necessary knowledge to receive baptism asks for baptism, 
he is asked to take the missionary to his home. There the missionary 
explains the idea of baptism to the parents; if they give their consent, 
then we baptize the child. And we have found that it will not take 
long before we have also won the parents of this child. 

At all of our church festivals we follow the same custom we have 
at home. 

Although the Chinese idea of music and harmony is very dif- 
ferent from that of the Occidental world, we have succeeded in teach- 
ing the children in all of our schools some of our Lutheran melodies, 
and in some of the schools the children can sing almost any well- 
known melody known in our church at home. A number of the chil- 
dren have even learned to play the organ. 

At some of the schools we have evening study-hours. The homes 
of the children being close by and such that the children have no 
opportunity to prepare their lessons, they come in the evening from 
seven to nine and study their lessons under the supervision of 
a teacher. This innovation has been of great benefit to both pupils 
and school. 

Our Christian day-schools are one of the most successful methods 
of propagating the Gospel here in Hankow. Our church-records show 
that 70 per cent. of our Christians have come to us indirectly through 
our schools. Having opened a school in a certain district, it does not 
take long till we have gained the good will of the neighborhood, and 
having gained the confidence of the children, we soon have an open 
door into the homes. May God prosper our school-work in China! 


% 
TRAINING-SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS. MIDDLE ScHooL. 


Since we opened our Christian day-schools as a means for the 
propagation of the Gospel, we have also sorely felt the need of com- 
petent teachers for these schools. The men formerly employed as 
teachers were either the product of other mission-schools or men of 
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our own mission who in many cases were not educated for the teaching 
profession. The more our schools grew, the more we felt the neces- 
sity of supplying competent men from out of our own midst for our 
Christian day-schools. To have a staff of teachers for these schools 
with whom we can work as colaborers and to whom we can intrust 
the religious instruction in our schools, we must train them ourselves 
in our own school. And towards this end a training-school for 
teachers (normal school) was opened up last fall. 

In our Christian day-schools there were a number of boys who 
had graduated from the seventh grade (higher primary) and who 
were anxious to continue their education. These boys had all at- 
tended our schools for a number of years and had received baptism. 
For them we opened up our middle school (training-school). Their 
and our hope is that they take the four-year course outlined for our 
training-school and then become teachers in our Christian day- 
schools. When the school was opened, twenty boys enrolled. But 
after we had made it very clear to the parents of these boys that 
their child’s sincere intention must be to become either a teacher 
or a minister in our Church, six of the twenty dropped out. 

Not long after we had opened the school, it became apparent that 
many of the boys needed a good bit of brushing up in various branches 
before they could take up the work required in our schedule. To 
remedy this we changed our schedule from a regular middle school 
schedule to a kind of preparatory curriculum for middle school. At 
the end of June all the boys passed their entrance examinations for 
the training-school for teachers. During the summer we are giving 
special classes in some of the branches in which they take special 
interest, such as arithmetic, geography, history of education, and 
Bible-study. On September 5 we hope to have a formal opening of 
our training-school for teachers. Some of the younger and most 
promising teachers who are now teaching in our schools will be given 
an opportunity to attend certain classes. In this way they will be 
teaching part of the day and attending classes part of the day. 

We have many applications from non-Christian boys to enter this 
school, but by conference decision this school will remain a school to 
which only such as are Christians and who intend to enter the service 
of our Church shall be admitted. 

The secular branches of the curriculum in our training-school 
for teachers are taught by competent Chinese teachers. The religious 
instruction is under the supervision of Missionary L. Meyer and 
Mr. Tso, a very reliable and competent evangelist. 

In order to give the boys a better opportunity to study and 
prepare their lessons and to keep them under constant supervision, 
a house near the school-building has been rented and turned into 
a dormitory. The teachers of the middle school also live in this 
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building. Meals are served at the school-building, where we have 
a cook who takes care of the meals of the teachers, seminary students, 
and pupils of the middle school. Their board costs about $4.00 per 
month. A number of boys support themselves. But most of them 
receive help from the mission, and some are supported altogether by 
mission-funds. This costs the mission about $50.00 a month. One of 
our missionaries is giving $8 per month as a stipend to help three of 
the students. Are not some of our Christians at home able and will- 
ing to grant some of these promising young men a stipend through 
which they will be enabled to continue their studies? 

The pupils of our training-school for teachers seem to be a very 
promising set of boys. May the Lord bless our work begun in this 
school and help us secure good Christian teachers for the training of 
our young in the Chinese church! 


ORGANIZING A SEMINARY ON THE CuHina Mission-FiIELD. 


“A bishop, then, . . . must be apt to teach.” 

One of the most important steps taken by the founders of the 
Missouri Synod was to establish a seminary at which men should be 
taught to be teachers and preachers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
The example set by our fathers has been followed by the missionaries 
of the Missouri Synod in China. Last summer, in conference with 
the Rev. Frederick Brand, the China Conference decided to open up 
a school for the training of evangelists. The next months following 
this decision were given to preparation for the opening of our semi- 
nary, which took place on February 15, 1922. 

The students for this seminary are those men who have been 
helpers to the missionaries on the field for the last years. These men 
had received private instruction to a certain extent from the indi- 
vidual missionary whom they helped. This private instruction, how- 
ever, was not sufficient, thorough, nor systematic enough to make 
them “apt to teach.” Although some of these men are well versed in 
the Bible and good speakers, not having passed a stringent doctrinal 
exmination, they could not at all times be trusted to preach according 
to the Word of God. To remedy this we felt it necessary to give them 
all a systematic instruction according to a definite curriculum. And 
this could only be done by establishing a seminary. 

It was made obligatory on all the helpers (evangelists) to attend 
the seminary. The school was opened with twenty-one students. 
Thirteen of these are evangelists, two are teachers who have taught 
in our Christian day-schools, and six are members from our midst 
who seem promising material and are willing to serve the Church. 
Later the two teachers were again put back into school-work, where 
they were sorely needed. One of these will reenter the class in the 
fall. One of the evangelists was asked to resign, and one out of the 
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six from among our Christians resigned on account of objections 
raised by his family. So at the end of the school-year we had seven- 
teen students. Two of these will not be permitted to return because 
they lack the necessary gifts for studying, are too poor in their secular 
education, and are too old to learn. That leaves us fifteen; plus two 
new ones this fall will give us an enrolment of seventeen for the next 
term. Six of these men have attended schools of other missions, at 
which they received a smattering knowledge of theology. The others 
are all men who have received their former instructions from our 
missionaries. Some have been with us six years, and others have been 
with us only one year. — Five of these men are under twenty-five 
years of age, nine about thirty-five and three over forty. — The gen- 
eral education in secular branches of these men varies very much. 
Some have only a rudimentary education, others have graduated from 
college, one has ‘done postgraduate work in Japan, and two have 
a Chinese M. A. Some are very gifted, others less so. As a class 
they represent a rather mixed gathering of students. 

Because of the varied and limited education of our students 
progress is very slow. Our work during the past months has been 
mostly of an initiatory type. Many of the students had never attended 
a school at which Western pedagogical methods were used. Our first 
task was to teach them how to study, prepare, and take notes in class. 

The fact that we had no material in Chinese which the teachers 
or students could use made our task more difficult. All material must 
first be written (translated by the teachers, Missionaries Meyer and 
Riedel), written out, mimeographed, and then given to the students. 
This often presented not an easy task for us who are still by no means 
Sinologs of reputation. Next year will be somewhat easier because 
we have more material prepared and also half a year’s experience in 
how to teach the Chinese students. ; 

Most of the students (evangelists) live at the chapels at which 
they are acting as evangelists. Six of them live in what we call the 
seminary boarding-club. This is a building next to the middle school 
boarding-club which we have rented and furnished for the students 
of the seminary. All students living at this building have their meals 
in the dining-room in which our teachers, middle school pupils, and 
some of the primary school pupils eat. The cook is paid by us, but 
they have to superintend the rest of the work connected with the 
boarding-club. Their meals come to about $4 Mexican per month per 
student. To those students who are acting as evangelists, live out, 
and draw a salary we allow $1 per month for the noon meal which 
they eat at the school, plus their rickshaw fare to and from their 
homes. To four of the new students we make an allowance of about 
$6 a month for their families, plus a nominal sum for clothes and in- 
cidentals. All books, paper, ete., for the students are furnished by the 
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seminary. — All students are required to do some active missionary 
work. — Our classes begin at 10 a. m. so as to give the evangelists an 
opportunity to give religious instructions in their respective Christian 
day-schools before they come to class in the morning. Six of the 
pupils are doing private studying under the direction of Missionary 
Meyer during the summer vacation. 

When Rev. Riedel left on furlough, classes were continued until 
the 10th of June, when we closed school for the year until the 15th of 
September, when the fall term will take up. 

During the last half-year many obstacles from within and with- 
out had to be overcome, and often our patience was tried to the ut- 
most. Many times results were very discouraging, and often the 
students had to be reproved for lack of diligence. But now that the 
first task is begun and a half-year’s work is behind us, we can only 
give thanks to our heavenly Father, who has blessed our work. For 
when we review what has been done, it may truthfully be said that 
something has been accomplished, a beginning has been made, even 
though small and primitive. The students seem sincere and eager to 
acquire that habit which will make them apt to teach in the Church 
of Christ. 

May the Great Bishop bless the work of our seminary here 
in China! 

MEDICAL Work IN Hanxkow. 


When the Chinese doctor who had been employed by the Shih- 
nanfu Conference had to flee from there on account of political con- 
ditions and came to Hankow, we of the Hankow Conference availed 
ourselves of this opportunity to open up a dispensary or clinic. 
Dr. Hu formerly was a doctor in the Chinese army. He received his 
education in a Japanese medical school. 

The patients coming to our clinic for treatment are mostly people 
with all kinds of sores of long duration, infections, wounds, eczema, 
smallpox, cholera, and the general diseases prevalent among the 
Chinese. Although Dr. Hu is no diagnostician for internal diseases, 
he is a good man for the general run of such ailments as we get to 
treat in our street dispensary. 

No patients are allowed to stay at the dispensary overnight or 
for meals. 

More serious cases are sent to the hospitals. Patients belonging 
to our Church are treated by Dr. MacWillie for a nominal charge 
when Dr. Hu is not able to do anything for them. 

Dr. Hu has one nurse as assistant and two apprentices. 

Our dispensary hours are from 1 to 4 p. M. daily, except Sundays. 

Patients are requested to pay five coppers registration-fee and, 
wherever possible, for the medicines. But because most of the people 
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that come for treatment are very poor, we do not collect very much 
medicine money. 

All patients are requested to be at the dispensary waiting-room 
by 12 M., where an evangelist instructs them in the use of the 
medicine for the soul. Up to the present we have seen very little 
results in our mission-work from our dispensary. Although the evan- 
gelist follows up the cases and tries to keep in touch with them, our 
experience has been that most of them forget us until they are in 
need of bodily help again. Nevertheless we feel that our medical 
work has been a great asset to us in gaining the good will of the 
people, which we hope will in some cases result in an open door for 
the Gospel. ; 

During the last year we dispensed 11,333 treatments. — 

In order to bring this report up to date, I should add that all 
work outlined in the foregoing was again taken up in the fall. The 
schools were reopened with a normal attendance, and the chapel work 
is being faithfully conducted. 

In addition, a language school has been organized for our own 
missionaries. The missionary delegation of last year was sent to 
Peking for their first-year’s course in Chinese. For many compelling 
reasons the Board decided not to follow this course with the delega- 
tion of this year, but rather to keep them at Hankow and to institute 
our own language school. Accordingly, a building was rented and 
fitted up for this purpose. Two of our own best teachers were sent 
to a training-school for a short course, and with three additional lan- 
guage teachers, who have already been secured, the Missouri Synod 
Language School of Hankow is now in full operation. The first- 
year students are Rev. and Mrs. C. D. Nagel, Rev. and Mrs. Carl 
Schmidt, Rev. and Mrs. A. Ziegler, and Mrs. M. Zschiegner. The 
second-year students are: Rev. and Mrs. A. Scholz, and Rev. M. 
Zschiegner. We believe that this new school will work out to the best 
interests of our entire mission-work. Our new missionaries remain 
in constant contact with their brethren in China and with the small 
churches we have been privileged to organize. Also, they are at once 
introduced into their future work. We ask the blessing of the Lord 
upon this new venture. 

At present our missionary force in Hankow consists of the fol- 
lowing persons: Rey. and Mrs. L. Meyer, Rev. and Mrs. H. Bentrup, 
Rev. and Mrs. A. Scholz, Rev. and Mrs. E. L. Arndt, Rev. and Mrs. M. 
Zschiegner, Rev. and Mrs. Carl Schmidt, Rev. and Mrs. ©. D. Nagel, 
Rev. and Mrs. A. Ziegler. 

The statistics for Hankow are: Baptized souls, 379; baptized 
in 1921, 74; communicants, 239; catechumens, 61; schools, 11; 
pupils, 1,070. Frep B. 


